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INTIIOUUCTION. 



The Catholic Bishop of Boston : 

Sm; — Parhnps it may occasion you some surprise to find yonvself 
ttios uncipeotedly nolioed. If it should, about oil I can say in reply 
U, iliat I lliint it proper to address you in this manner ; and as for 
tho medium of commanictttion I have chosen, all I deem necessary 
to say in regard la that is, I prefer it to any oilier. 

Possibly I migbl have selentBd another way in whicii to confer with 
you, were I so diaptBed. You would not, probably, refused me & pri- 

with mine, I whs doobtfal whether at such an interview I could hav« 
the free utterance I desire. Not that I should have any fear of what 
yim might Kiy, in answer to my objections to Catholicism, foe I be- 
lieve I undetstand its whole argument from beginning to end ; but I 
have ▼arious misgivings that, being as I am, a " heretic," you would 
not bo willing to Und an altentiva ear to all / might say in support 
of my position. 

Besides, a private conference between a Bishop and myself- 
llnad as it must necessarily be to two persons only — would n 
mote the object I hare in view. You may think me arrognnl, but I 
can aflirm in al! sincerity that so far as I am concerned individually, 
I have Doi the slightest desire to know anything fartlier of tho Roman 
Catholic Religion than what I know at the present time. For 
ber of years I have Iieen studying it, and thus have made myself ao- 
quHinted Willi its doctrines ; and witb retard la its policy or pcaclioe, 
I have obtained a knowledge of that both from past history and mjr 
own observation and experience. " What I bnow, I li 
believing that I fully understand youi religion, in its liilth and exanb 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 

pie, I see no necessity at all for my consulting you or any other Cath- 
olic for any more light or information upon the subject. 

Not for myself, then, am I interested in addressing you, for as I 
have no personal wish to gratify, so neither am I governed by any 
unworthy motive. It is not you, as an individual, that I object to 
and desire to hold up to public examination, — Jbr, having no *' pri- 
vate griefs " to charge you with causing, I can have no personal 
quarrel with you. It is the Roman Catholic Religion — of which 
you are a Bishop — that I make war upon ; and this I have a right 
to do, because it is a public matter, and, in offering itself to our ac- 
ceptance, it virtually invites or challenges our investigation. 

I propose, in a series of short letters, to investigate your religion 
by an unerring standard, — namely, to "judge the tree by its fruit." 
And I am induced to engage in this work from the fact that many 
people in this country, and especially Irishmen, do not yet know the 
real nature and essence of Catholicism — its^lavish, servile, degrad- 
ing doctrines, and its intolerant, cruel, and blood-thirsty examples. 
There is a thick veil thrown by the priests of your church over the 
mental perception of Irishmen which prevents them from seeing the 
Catholic Religion in its native hideousness. I hope to be able to un- 
deceive some of these honest and well-meaning men ; and, by pre- 
senting facts for their examination, enable them to flee from a Church 
and a Religion which in principle and practice is directly opposed to 
mental and political freedom, and consequently is the teacher and 
supporter of spiritual tyranny and priestly despotism. I may not be 
as successful in this undertaking as I anticipate, for the Irish are so 
trained and drilled into Catholicism, that their emancipation is a mat- 
ter of difficulty ; -but I hear of a seceder occasionally, and therefore 
I am encouraged to persevere. The power of truth has before now 
led Catholics to see the error of their ways, and it will produce 
the same effect again. It changed me from a slavish and submissive 
votary of Catholicism into a man who dares now to do his own 
thinking — and, Bishop, what it has done for iw^, it will do for others. 

Yours, for the right of liberty and secession, 

AN INDEPENDENT IRISHMAN. 



LETTERS. 

NUMBER I. 
THEORY OF THE CATHOLIC RELIGION. 



Betoee I proceed to the work of presenting in detail 
tlie practice of the Roman Catholic Religion where it has 
obtained snpreme jiower, I piirjiose to devote one letter 
to a brief statement and examination of some of the 
principal points of its theory. I take this courae fur the 
object of showing more plainly in my subsequent letters, 
that the theory of your religion as naturally and legiti- 
mately leads to its bigoted, intolerant, and persecuting 
policy, as tyrannical and arbitrary feelings induce to de^ 
potic, slavish, and cruel practice. 

The Roman Catholic Church teaches, as a cardinal 
principle, implicit faith in its own infallibihty, and pro- 
hil)its, as a necessary consequence, the right of private 
judgment. By this impious assumption on the one hand, 
and outrageous bigotry on the other, it aims to ride rough- 
shod over the &eedom and humanity of the race, crush- 
ing, as it were, between the upper and the nether mill- 
Btoue, every attempt to discover and disseminate the 
blessings of mental and political hberty. 

These two principles. Sir — the infallibility of Catho- , 
licism, and the denial of the right of private judgment 
— are the most atuurd, ridiculous, fanatical, and at the 
same time tiic most monstrous doctrines tliat ever were 
1* 
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engenclerecl in the scheming brains of wicked bigots. ' 
Your church cannot be infallible ; it is a moral and reli- 
gious impossibility — because your church is composed of 
banian beings, and its tenets rest entirely on their autho- 
rity, which is also human. Therefore, Bishop, whatever 
yoii or any other Cathohc may say to the contrary, your 
cliurch, being human and depending for the interpreta- 
tion and support of its doctrines on human agency, must 
of necessity be faUible. Besides, if any further proof 
were needed on this point, infallibility belongs to God 
alone ; and for your chiuch to claim it, is blasphemy, 
because it is putting itself on a level with God, and 
claiming the same unattaimahle perfection. 

I am well aware w^hat your probable answer ■would be 
to this reasoning. You would tell me that your religion 
oame from God, and conaequeatly must he true. I have 
no particular objection to your thinking so ; but you must 
understand, or ought to by tliis time, that your behef 
does not necessarily determine mine. I am not a reli- 
gious weayjercock, which must look towards Rome merely 
because yon are looking that way. I do not find any 
lault with you, if your highest conceptions of truth and 
duty centre in Cathohcism, for you are doing the best 
you know how ; but I do find fault with you and other 
Catholics for refusing to dissenters the religious rights 
which you claim for yourselves. Now I have as nmch 
right to do my thinking, as you have to do yours ; and I 
might with as much propriety denounce and persecute 
you for not thinking as I do, as you could me for not 
tliinking as you do. The fact is, men cannot all think 
alike, and therefore it is perfectly idle to expect it, and 
downright cruelty to punish or persecute for a non-con 
formity of opinion. You might just as well persecute 
me for not looking Uke you, as for not thinking like you, 
for neitlier are under our control. I conclude, then, that 
the right of private judgment is natural and inalienable, 
and that your church, by proscribing it, is a merciless 
bigot and a foul traitor to the best interest of humanity. 

I might present other featitrea of your church theory. 
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but tlie two ■which I have epecified are enough and more 
than enough to make it delestable in the estimation of 
every friend of improvement and mental liberty. I need 
not examine any farther in this direction, beeause if the 
cardinal princi|iles of your church are execrable, as 1 have 
shown them to be, all tlie others are of the samo char- 
Bcter, because they are all included in them as the less 
within the greater. In claiming infallibility, your church 
arrogantly boasts the perfection of the Almighty ; and in 
denying the right of private judgment, it wickedly as- 
sumes the office of controlling the conscience and punish- 
ing its free exercise. This is Sutficient to stamp your 
church with universal condemnation, because with such 
principles it is. capable of committing any enormity that 
the most depraved and fertile imagination can invent — 
and we learn from history that this conclusion is abun- 
dantly verified by facts, which will duly appear as we pro- 
ceed in our inquiry. 

Thus fiir. Bishop,! can discover nothing in your church 
which offers inducement enongh for an honest and reflect- 
ing man to blaspheme God and forswear the exercise of 
his own free mind — both of which he must do to be a 
consistent Catholic. 



NUMBERII. 



CATHOLIC EVIDENCE TO PROVE THE CATHOLIC 
RELIGION IS OPPOSED TO RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

Sm: — 

I regard it as a self-evideut fact that the Catholics all 
over tlie world are looking upon those United States as 
their future ioheritaticeand ])ossession. Tlieir movements 
fully confirni the truth of this opinion. In Europe their 
religion having received a check through the influence 
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of democratic principles, which, it is to bs hoped, will 
Boon overthrow it, another field is sought for tho sowing 
of Catholic seed — and it is a circumstance that is per- 
ceptible in no other coimtiy on the globe. It is here, and 
here only, that the groat body of Catholic emigration 
comes. Here they settle, and build chinches, convents, 
and colleges; educate for tlie priesthood, nunnery, and 
monkery ; purchase lajida and houses to swell the coSera 
of tiieir sanctuary, and look with confidence to the time, 
when the Roman Cathohc Religion, being expelled from 
Europe by the power of democracy, shall locate here its 
head-quarters, and extend its tluone and sceptre over the 
entire American Republic. 

That such are the expectations — nay, the boasts of 
CathoUcs, you are as well aware, Bishop, as I am. I 
have repeatedly heard this expectation and boast fix>m tJie 
lips of the laymen of your church ; and, as they derive their 
cue in this matter from their spiritual teachers, you know 
all about it — of course. But I contend, aud mean to 
show, that the Catholic Religiou, so fat from having any 
sympathy or affinity with Republicanism, is diametrically 
opposed to it, and would he tbo death of it, if it could. 
And I shall show this by nothing less tlian Catholic evi- 
dence, of the present time, too, aud which cannot in truth 
he denied. 

Now I hold that there can be no such thing as Repub- 
licanism without Religions Liberty, or, as I might termit^ 
the freedom of the mind ; and therefore, to object to the 
latter, and endeavor to destroy it or prevent it, is in fact 
to give the death-blow to the former, since it is nothing 
else but an act of despotism — yes, the very worst kind 
of despotism, for there is no slavery so galling as the 
slavery of the mind. 

I proceed, then, to give Catholic evidence to prove th( 
the Catholic Religion denies Religious Liberty or the frei 
dom of thought and expression ; and the first quotatidj 
or proof that I offer is found in tho Catholic Review ^ 
January, 1853, and is in these words : — 



" PlOlOB 
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rightt, where CalholLcity is triumphant And theiPibre wa !oM 

all tho brentli we expend in declaiming againal bigotry and inlolo- 
rance, and in fiivor of teligioiu liberty, or the right of any man to bo 
of religion, ot no religion, ai best pleases him, wLioh Bomo two or 
three of oui jourualials would fitin persnade the world is Calholio 
l^clriae." 

There ! you have it, just as I have told you. Your 
church allows no religious hberty, nor ani/ rig/Us at all to 
Protestants or other cfisseutera. It is a pure, nnmitigated, 
and merciless despotism, without the faintest my of libe- 
rality to reheve the abominable bigotry in which it ia 
enshrouded. What do you suppose suoh an infernal re- 
ligion would do, if it had the power to enforce its creed 
in litis country? Da! Why, it would do just what it 
always has" done to heretics where it has had the power. 
Imprison and torture with racks, thumb-screws, aiilo-da- 
fe's, 4^. These are piuely Catholic punishments for 
claiming and exercising rehgious liberty. We see this 
hellish spirit at work now in Rome. The Madiais, simply 
for believing in Protestantism and reading the Bible — 
which they have as much right to do as you have to be 
a Catholic and to read yoiu: version of the Scriptures — 
have been incarcerated for months in a Bomaa dungeon, 
to which they were sentenced for several years by a 
Catholic Government. Now, if our glorious American 
Government were Catholic, instead of ilepublica(i, we 
shoitld have the same fiendish barbarity here ; for Catho- 
licism is the same everywhere, alike in practice as in 
theory. 

But I hasten to give further proof from Catholic dig- 
nitaries, to show that they and tlieir church arc opposed 
to the natural and inalienabie right of Religious Liberty. 
Says Bishop Kenrick, "No faith with heretics;" and 
says Bishop O'Connor, of Pittsburg — " Eeiigums Liberly 
is merely endured until the opposite can be carried into exe- 
cution vnl/umt peril to tlic CaUwlie world." This bigoted 
sentiment is tho same in kind with that quoted from the 
Catholic Review — no rights for Protestants or anybody 
else except Catholics. Fine doctrine for a Beoubhc ! Of 
meciaely the same nature was the sentiment lately utter- 
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ed by the Bishop of St. Louis : — ** Catholicity will one 
day nile America, and then religious liberty is at an encV* 
No doubt of it! The St. Louis Bishop and I agree ex- 
actly on this point ; and such, I presume, is your opinion 
also. 

I could furnish a great deal more evidence from Catho- 
lics to prove that your church is opposed to Religious 
Liberty. But it is not at all necessary. You do not and 
cannot deny the fact — nay, you and your brother Bishops 
admit it, and openly avow that liberty of religion is 
wrong and must be put down. Certainly it must, accord- 
ing to your narrow and exclusive creed ; for, as that 
claims infallibihty and denies the right of individual or 
private judgment, it condemns all others who think 
differently from it, and says in the language of the Catho- 
lic Review, that they *' have not, and never can liave any 
EIGHTS, where Catholicity is triumpJiant'* ! ! ! 

And this is the foul system, civil and ecclesiastical, 
that you. Bishop Fitzpatrick, and others like you, are 
leagued together to fasten upon this Republic — aye ! the 
American Republic ! which is the wonder and admiration 
of the nineteenth century, and the mark and model of the 
friends of Freedom and Humanity everywhere ! 

Sir ! I am but a poor, illiterate man, and therefore can- 
not war with much effect against a powerful church, and 
learned and influential bishops and priests. But, I know 
that the freedom of tliought and speech is my natural and 
inalienable birthright — and I will maintain it in the 
teeth of all opposition. I know, farther, that defeated 
elsewhere in serving the cause of Liberty, I have found 
here, under the protecting wings of the American Eagle, 
a good home and safe asylum, where I can' think and 
speak my honest thoughts freely, being responsible 
to God alone. And as the very corner-stone of this stu- 
pendous Temple of Liberty is Political and Mental Free- 
dom, I will not be so false to my adopted country as to 
assist in riveting upon her the Roman Catholic Religion, 
which would only destroy the Model Republic, and make 
her, like Rome, the scorn and by-word of the brave and 
free. Remember I 
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NUMBER III. 



MORE CATHOLIC EVIDENCE TO PROVE THAT THE ! 
CATHOLIC RELIGION IS OPPOSED TO RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY. 



As I have reasons for knowing that these letters are 
read by a number of Catholics who are ignorant of th» 
extreme bigotry and intolerance of their chiirch and r»- 
ligion, but who deaire further proof of the fact before they 
can be convinced, I shall take the liberty to furnish them 
with, more of such evidence as I offered in my last. Like 
that, it will come from Catholic sources — so that the ex- 
cuse cannot be set np, that I am condemning the Catho- 
lic Church on unfair ground, or by the slanders of ita 
enemies. No, Sir ! I shall not pursue that course, .but 
take ita own rendering of ita own doctrine — and 
thus let it pronounce its own condenanation. 

I did not at first intend to dwell for any length of tima 
upon tlie theory or principles of Catholicism, thinking 
tliat the detail of practice in past times, wliere it has ex- 
erciaed absolute power, would be more conclusive proof 
of its persecuting spirit. But I waive all that for the 
present, as ciren instances have induced me to offer farther 
testimony to show the bigoted nature of your religion as 
evidenced in its theory. It has been said by some Ca- 
tbobcs, in my hearing, that tlie bigotry I charge upon 
their church, existed when times justified it, if it ever 
existed at all ; but that now she is not bigoted, and con- 
Boquently my statements are incorrect. I will convince 
tliem, however, before I get through, and by Ouholie Us- 
tifrutm/, that I am right in saying thai the Roman Catholic 
Churcli is steeped to the very eyelids in bigotry, even at 
the present day, and in our own country, too. as well as 
where its dominion is absolute. 

The following paragraph, which appeared recently in 
L Catholic paper in England, called the Rambler, -v 
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republished in a Catholic paper at St. Louis, entitled the 
Shepherd of the Valley, which indorses its views : — 

" Religious liberty, in the sense of a liberty possessed by every man 
to choose his own religion, is one of the most wicked delusions ever 
foisted upon this age by the father of deceit. The very name of 
liberty — except in the sense of a permission to do certain definite 
acts — ought to be banished from the very domain of religion. It is 
neither more nor less than falsehood. No man has a right to choose 
his religion. Shall I therefore fall in with this abominable delusion I 
Shall I foster the damnable doctrine that Socinianism, and Calvinism, 
and Anglicanism, and Judaism, are not every one of them mortal 
sins like murder and adultery ? Shall I hold out hopes to my erring 
Protestant brother, that I will not meddle with his creed, if he will 
not meddle with mine ? Shall I tempt him to forget that he has no 
more right to his religious views than he has to my purse ^ or my house^ 
or my life-blood ? No. Catholicism is the most intolerant of creedt. 
It is intolerance itself, for it is the truth itself. We might as ration- 
ally maintain that a sane man has a right to believe that two and 
two do not make four, as this theory of religious liberty. Its impiety 
is only equalled by its absurdity." 

There spoke a tyrant in miniature — a fellow whoso 
despicable sentiments were not surpassed even in the 
palmiest days of the Holy Inquisition. Give the poor 
bigot the power to enforce his villanous doctrine, and no 
man who should happen to differ from him would escape 
punishment. Such is the only legitimate spirit of your 
religion. It is the very essence of despotism, intolerance, 
and persecution, combined and concentrated in one focus. 
You see that the above paragraph from a CathoUc paper, 
agrees exactly in sentiment with the quotation I gave in 
my last from the Catholic Review — namely, "Protes- 
tantism of every form has not, and never can have any 
RIGHTS, where Catholicity is triumphant" I! Fine doc- 
trine for the American Republic, whose glorious motto is, 
" All men are born free and equal ! " Your church is a 
traitor to this godUke sentiment, for it denies all freedom 
and all equality. 

Do any of my fault-finding Irish friends want still more 
evidence that Catholicism is'the bigoted religion I charge 
it with being, and that it is as bigoted fimu as it ever 
was ? They shall have more evidence. In the recent 



news from Europe, (published in tlio Boston Statesman, 
of April 2d,) tliere wua the following extract from a letter 
written hy tlie Catliolic Archbishop of Paris, to yoni 
Holy Father, the Pope. Says the Archbishop, with as 
much horror, apparently, of religious Hberty, as old St. 
Dominic (uf blessed memory !) when he roasted heretics 
on his gridiron : — 

" As long as I live, Iht religiovt prtit of Parii ihaU bi watchtd, 
and, if necessary, rtpnati by the ipirituat viiaponi of which I can 
diipoie. Il aliall ciiher remain williitk tlie line of duty or Isave iha 
diooew, and seek elsewhere a more coinplaimint J urisdiotion, lo 
preach eonlempt (or ibe liieraicbj' and make war upon the aullioril/ 
wliich I hold fiom Divine Mercy and the grace of the Holy Apoilolto 
See." 

So much for the Archbishop. Yoit perceive that he is 
just as bigoted as the other Catholic authorities I have 
quoted. They all manifest the same intolerant spirit, 
and with tinited voices deny to dissenters the possession 
or exercise of any rights ! All Cathohcs, who understand 
the nature and spirit of their religion, maintain this 
bigoted doctrine ; aud that fact clearly shows, beyond the 
possibility of doubt, that'Cathohcism, so far as it concerns 
its own members, is an absolute despotism, and that so 
far as it concerns others, is a cruel, intolerant, persecuting 
and remorseless tyrant. 

See, too, the unblusliina; arrogance and vanity of the 
Archbishop of Paris, in claiming to hold Ida authority 
from Divine Mercy — that is, his authority to repress 
religious liberty ; when the bold blasphemer knows that 
the express command of Jesus was — " Why, even of 
YOOBSELVEs judge ye not what is rights " meaning, evi- 
dently, that every person must use his own judgment, 
But your bigoted and false church denies the right of 
private judgment ; and thus, in its hot haste to obtain 
dominion, rides rough-shod over Divine truth as well as 
reason, freedom, aud equality. 
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NUMBER IV. 

CATHOLICISM OPPOSED TO RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
, MORE EVIDENCE OF THE FACT. 



Sm: — 

You and I are. citizens of this great Republic, and, 
whatever her destiny, we are bound up in it We are 
laboring, also, each in our peculiar way, to shape that 
destiny, so far as our influence may extend. In this 
respect, however, I can do but little in comparison to 
what you can accomplish. You are a man of education 
and consequence — a Bishop, having many advantages 
on account of your position ; a man who is looked up to 
by thousands as their teacher, guide and director, whose 
command is law, and whose authority is never questioned 
by those over whom you spiritually and mentally rule 
and reign. 

On the other hand, I am but a poor, uneducated Irish- 
man, unknowing and unknown, without any of the 
social privileges that you enjoy, and therefore can have 
but small influence, if any. Yet, being an ardent ad- 
mirer of Liberty, and seeing her defeated in my native 
land, I came to these ' shores to find her presence and 
partake of her blessings. I love my adopted country 
with the devotion and sincerity of an honest republican, 
and beholding here the very rock which has made ship- 
wreck of Ireland, I am strongly desirous of warning my 
American brethren against it. That rock is the Roman 
Catholic Religion, which by denying the great principles 
of Civil and Religious Liberty, threatens to crush into 
ashes the foundations of this Model Republic, and erect 
upon its ruins the same iron despotism that now grinds 
into the dust unhappy Italy. 

I have dwelt, thus far, at some length upon this fact, 
because my principal object in these letters is to convince 
Catholic laymen that their rehgion is directly subversive 
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of Bepiiblicanism, apd that if it should ever acquire the 
asceiwieacy in America, tlie Republic must come to an 
Olid. I aai aware that this fact ia denied by the Catholic 
leaders, but I have sbowa by Catholic testimony that it 
is the legitimate tendency of their religion. Nay, if Ca- 
tholicism was in the ascendent to-day, not another sun 
would rise on this Republic, because when yon destroy 
Civil and Religions Liberty, the soul of the RepubUc ia 
gone, and Despotism usurps its place. 

Now, I venture the assertion, that if yonr Church, at 
the present day, in this country, had supremo [xjwer, we 
should he living under the tyranny of a despot rather 
than enjoying the freedom of a wisa and liberal Consti- 
tution. And I make this assertion, not on the strength 
of what the enemies of your Church say of her, but en- 
tirely from what she says of herself She denies the 
doctrine qf Civil and Religious Liberty — therefore, if she 
was strong enough here, she would suppress it. Such ia 
the idea which ghe unreservedly holds out ; I have 
proved it from high Catholic authority ; and here is further 
proof, in the following extract from Mr. Doheny'a speech, 
which lately appeared in the New York Tribune. Mr. 
D., who is a liberal Irishman, gave a toast on St. Pa- 
trick's Day, in favor of Civi! and Religions Liberty, and 
in his speech he spoke thus of the intolerance of Catholi- 
cism in the United States : — 

" I had IhoUBhl, indeed, tlint whererer ' Civil nnd Reli^ons Lib- 
eny' would be lonBled, it woold be recoived with coriimliiy and wilh- 
onl any rcsecvalion. Amoiig our own people at liome, where they 
wen denWd Us enjoyment, it used to be a favorite and most popolai 

fdct to ■peak for thi!m, who look Upon it now aa a daog^nna g?nti- 
men. It is virtuous, true, and lioly, where they dcmnnil it, bnl very 
□Deslinnahle, nt least, when Ihey^are called on to extend it to others. 
This is not my conception or Civil and Retii^ous Liberty. I would 
gram Hich lioerly when in the innjoritj ; I wnnld insist upon it 
when in the minority, — not ns a matiar of prudence or convenience, 
to ho moiltfled hy exii^nce or regulated by conventionality, but na a. 
high and sacred principle, always and everywhere i mi nul3.b In, alwnyt 
and everywhere appBcablE, always ntid everywhere true, always and 
everywhere imperiibable. It ie«otvBi iuclf into Iho great rule in 
— Jfi^iii i» cotnjitMod the whole code of Cbristinnlty — 'Do wiOa 
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Others as yon would have them do to you." This rule, wise and Di- 
vine as it is, seems now exploded with certain very reverend lay 
teachers, who, in our day, assume to be apostles of religion. Lest 
there may be here any mistake, I will name them. They are the in- 
spired editors of the Boston Pilot, the Freeman's Journal, and, 
though last and most contemptible, not the least treacherous and 
false, the American Celt. Each of these has been false at least to 
one creed and to many principles. They assume to dictate to every 
Catholic what he shall think, say, and feel on policy, education, 
philosophy, science, art, every thing which comes within the scope 
of Progress. It must be based on Theology, and that Theology 
must, of course, be their Theology." 

This agrees perfectly with all the other quotations I 
have given respecting the enmity of Catholicism in this 
Country to the great Republican principle of Civil and 
Religious Liberty. Now, Bishop, I cannot support a 
church, which, by denyini^ this vital principle, is sapping 
the very life-blood of the Republic ; and therefore I call 
upon Irishmen everywhere to pause and reflect -upon the 
course they are pursuing in building up a hierarchy 
amongst us, whose inevitable tendency is the destruction 
of all the rights and privileges which we now enjoy in 
this free government. 



NUMBER y. 
THE BIGOTRY AND INTOLERANCE OF THE POPE. 



Sm: — 

Thus far, the authorities that I have given to prove the 
tyrannical and despotic doctrines of the Catholic Church, 
have been Catholic papers, and Catholic Bishops and 
Arch-bishops. They all agree, with wonderful unanimi- 
ty, in the arbitrary sentiment expressed by the Catholic 
Brownson in his Quarterly of January, 1852 : — 
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" Heresy and Tnfiiiplity hnve not, and never had, and ntver can 
havf, A!tr RioHTS, being as thoy undeniably are, contrary to the law 
of God" — 

As iutorpreted {he means to be nnderstxxxi) by the 
Roman Catholic Church, which, in hia estimation, is 
entitl«(i to all rights, and nobody tut the supporters oF 
that Church are entitled to any rights at all! BeautifiiU 
doctrjue for thia Uepublic, whose corner-stone is Civil aod 
Religious Liberty ! Republicans should be on the alert 
to dfefeat the machinations of Catholicism, which, liko 
the vulture that gnawed the breast that warmed it into 
life, is undermining the foundation of a Government that 
gives it shelter and protection. 

I might rest here the evidence I have adduced 
from Catholic authorities, for it is perfectly conclusive ; 
but I desire to crown it with the testimony of the Pope 
himself, the head and front of this Civil, Fohtical, Mental, 
and Spiritual Despotism. He is not less bigoted and in- 
tolerant than his satelhtes, who of course take their cue 
from his dictation, aod echo through the world the 
illiberal sentiments that originate in the Vatican at Rome. 
The Pope has recently delivered an Allocution (or formal 
address) on tho state affairs in the Republic of New 
Granada, where it seems the people are throwing off 
their allegiance to the Catholic Church aod taking matters 
into their own hands. The following are extracts from 
the Pope's address, and we sea fiom them how he opposes 
the idea that anything can be done independent of the 
authority and dictation of the Catholic Cbureli, He says, 
apparently in no good humor : — 

" Not did we omit in tlio same Ictlers, among other Ihingj, strong- 
ly to remonstratB Bgninsc (hoae iwo projects of Inw in parti(^ulnr, by 
one orwiiich it was proposed, that, witlionl in the least consulting 
.this ApOBtoiio See, tithea shoold ba abolished ; and by Iheoi' 
*hst emigrants to that eounlry might liavp the public eiarcisi 
flirir worship, whalsoBver it was. And disapproving of the above- 
mentioned decrees, we agnin nnd again insisted that they should 
never l>e ccrtiGed, and that (lie Cliurcli should enjoy all lier jishta 
and full liberty." 

The abolition of tithes ia oortainly a Bsrioiis subjeot for 
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the Church to contemplate, and I do not wonder that His 
Holiness feels alarmed and indignant. Abolishing the 
tithes, if the practice should become universal, would 
affect the Church about the same as cutting off* the sup- 
phes of a garrison would starve the soldiers. No tithes, 
no Pope, and no Church ! But Pius IX. has other 
serious grievances to complain of in the rebellious Repub- 
lic of New Granada : — 

" Neither must we pass over in silence, that, by the new constitu- 
tion of that republic, enacted in these recent times, among other 
things the right of free education is defended, and liberty of all 
kinds is given unto all, so that each person may even print and 
publish his thoughts and all kinds of monstrous portents of opinions, . 
and profess privately and publicly whatever worship he pleases. 

" You assuredly see, Venerable Brothers, how horrible and 
sacrilegious a war is proclaimed against the Catliolic Church by 
the rulers of the Republic of New Gran&da, and what and how 
great injuries have been inflicted on the said Church and its sacred 
rights, Pastors and Ministers, and our supreme authority and that of 
the Holy See." 

How completely the Pope substantiates all that I have 
charged upon the Catholic Religion I — and how perfect- 
ly his bigotry chimes in with that which I have quoted 
from other Catholic authorities ! Do you mark the 
points of the above extract ? No free education I no 
freedom of the press I no toleration in religion ! Tliese 
indispensable rights, which Republicans prize so highly, 
are the things that make the Constitution of New 
Granada so odious and hateful in the eyes of the Pope. 
And of course the American Constitution does not please 
His Holiness any better ? No ; and if this were a Catho- 
lic country, our people also would be visited with an 
Allocution. I have understood, Sir, that your primary 
education was obtained in one of the Boston Free 
Schools, when you lived among the poor Irish in Broad 
Street. If it is true, it would appear as if common 
gratitude to the city, and common philanthropy for our 
fellow men, should prevent you from joining in the cru- 
sade which your Church, with the Pope at its head, is 
now waging against free education. Does the making a 
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autna BisTiop make him forgetful of benefits received? 
For my own part I always speak well of the bridge that 
carries me over. But we will now look at one more 
extract from the Pope's address : — 

" We say notliing concetning tbat olher dfcree by which the mys- 
tery, dignily, and sanctily of tlio Siicrsmenta of Mariiagc being 
Mltogplher despised, and lU insiicution nnd nature utteily Ignored 
■nd o»erlurued ; and the power of the Chnreh over the aame sacra- 
mem being completely net at naught, it whs pioposed, according to 
the already eondemnod orrora of the heretics, and against the doc- 
tTJDB oflhe Catholic Ciiurch, that marriago should he piteemed 

ly so called, aliould be sanctioned, and BlI matrimonial causes be 
lefetted to the lay tribnnnla, and be jadged by them ; though no 
Catholic is ignorant, ot can be ignorant, 'that Matrimony 13 truly 
and properly' one of the Seven Sacraments of Marriage of the 
EvangelicDl Law inatiluted by Christ our Lord, and llieri'fore tliat 
smongst the Faithful, marriage cannot be given witlioiit tlieii being 
nl one and the same time a sacrament, and, consequently, that any 
other union whatever of man and woman among Christians, made 
in virtue of what civil law soever, is nolhingelse but a shameful 
and misemlile concubinage, so often condemned by tlie Chinch ; 
and therefore that the sacrament can never bs separated from ths 
conjugal alliance, and it eiclaaively appertains to the power of the 
Cliuroh to determine all those thinsa which can in any way relatt ~ 
the sama nuuTiage." 

We learn by the above, something of the policy of the 
Papal power ; and I appeal to every inteUigent man who 
may read these extracts, if he ever heard of aiich un- 
mitigated despotism as they bespeak? Not only does . 
the Pope deny the freedom of the press, toleration in re- 
ligion, and free education, but the insolent tyrant goes 
even so iar in his opposition and hatred to every thing 
heretical or unCathohc, as to stigmatize the marriage of 
all Protestants and other dissenters as " nothing else hut 
a shameful and miserable concubinage" ! The impudent 
blatkgiiard ! — he should not say that, of my wife, in t 
presence, without feeling 

" The might tliat slumbers in a peasant's arm I" 

There is one fact connected with this sxibject to ■which 
I would call attention. The Pope is not content with 
extending hia tyranny over Italy, but be claims to rule . 
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New Granada, which is an American Republic ! This 
shows the far-reaching and grasping despotism of the 
Papacy, and proves conclusively that the time for action 
has arrived. 

Awake! Americans! awake! "The Philistines are 
upon thee," and undermining your fair Temple of Free- 
dom ! Awake I and act upon your Revolutionary motto 
— " Eternal vigilance is the price of Liberty ! " 



NUMBER VI. 



CATHOLIC OPPOSITION TO FREE SCHOOLS. 

Sir : — 

The Free Schools of the United States are the nurseries 
of Republicanism, and as the Roman Catholic Church is 
opposed to this wise and saving form of Government, it 
is natural that she should oppose and seek to destroy 
these institutions. In acting tlms, she is merely carrying 
out her legitimate doctrine. She never favored, in any 
age or nation, so far as I have been able to learn from her 
history, the free acquisition of knowledge. No ; this 
would defeat her purpose, which is, to keep the human 
mind in subjection through her exclusive teachings, that 
she may be enabled thereby to bend and mould it to her 
despotic will. 

This game of Cathohcism, which is as old as herself, 
and which she has been playing ever since her existence, 
she is now playing, or attempting to play, in this Re- 
pubhc. The Free Schools are detrimental to her interests, 
and impede her advancement. Their tendency is to 
liberalize the youthful mind — give it enlarged and re- 
publican views, and make it unCatholic. They are there- 
fore dangerous institutions in the opinion of your Church, 
and must be opposed, or changed, if possible, into nurse- 



ries of Popery. I do not speak at random, but iiccordmg 
to Catholic authority, and thereforo I am uot misrepre- 
senting the matter. Indeed, fur aU thut 1 have said 
against your Church — all its bigotry and intolerance — 
I have had Catliolic vouchers, from the Pope down to 
Bishops Hughea, Kenrick, and PnrcoU ; &ora them, down 
thtough the Reviews to Brownson ; and from him, still 
further down through the papers, even to the Boston 
Pilot, which is getting ns low down as I know how to 
go. I have now before me the Western Tablet, the Ca- 
tholic paper printed at Chicago, and in au article on the 
Public Schools, the editor uses this language : — 

" II is a prinoiplo of tha Cattiolic Church, laid down and enForcod 
by wveral of her Councils, and especially ,by the Council of Trent, 
thai her pastors are to direct and wainh over lUe eilucntioo of the 
children of her communion. This principle has ever hcon maintained 
H,Qd-acted opon. Reli^on i9, by the Catholjo Ctiurch, considered an 
eittntliU branch ot education, and without religion slic conceives no 
real edutatioti possible." 

This is frank, at any rate, and it is precisely as I have 
stated the question. The schools do not teach the Ca- 
tholic religion — tlierelbre they are wortlitess, and Ca- 
thohcs oppose them. Of the same opinion, also, is the 
editor of the Celt, the Catholic paper at Buffalo. He 
groans out his opposition to the schools in tiiis strain ; — 

" Bettor Inngniah and dio under the rod flag of England, than to 
live to beget children of peiditioa tmder the 9ug of a proselytizjng 
Rcpublio." 

(Poor M'Gee! if his consistency was equal to his 
humility, he would, before this, have set an example to 
the Irishmen to whom he was speaking, and gone bock 
himself to live under tho red flag ; but it seems he has no 
notion of following the advice he recommends to others 
— not he? Well, ho is not the firat doctor who haa 
refused to take his own pilb I) 

But I have higher auUiority than Catholic newspapera 
for saying that the Cathohc Church is aiming to control 
^the education of this country. Your newspapers, hip«- 
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ever, are conclusive authority for anytliing they may si_ 
on any point of Catholic pohcy ; because, their edita 
never dare to say a word on such a subject, until ' 
they have first consulted the Bishop that reigns over 
them — BO that, in fact, the press, as far as it wiU submit 
to be mitzzled and put under dictaiorsliip, is oonlroUed by 
the Catholic Church. This accoiints for the unanimity 
of opinion raanifeated by your p»ess upon every question 
of doctrine or policy. I say your press, because you and 
the other rulers of your Church exercise over it yoiir cen- 
sorship. Thus Archbishop Hughes reigns over tlie Ca^ 
thoiic press of New York ; and you, Bishop Fitzpatrick, 
reign over the Catholic press of Boston. You will not 
deny this, for you cannot. Even Mr. Brownson — the 
ablest man your Church can boast of in this country, 
though an apostate Infidel — says in a late number of 
his Review, that he never thinks of publishing anything 
in regard to your Church (and that is about all that he 
does publish,) without submitting his articles to his 
Bishop for inspection, approval, and indorsement. His 
Bishop, I take to he none other than yoursdf-, and you, 
I presume, take your instructions from the Pope. There- 
fore, as goes the Pope so goes his Church ; and, that he 
is opposed to Uie freedom, of<ke press, I proved in my last 
letter by an extract fiom his Allocution to the B«pub]' 
of New Granada.' 

I have made this digression in regard to the press, \ 
illustrate more clearly the raling principle of the Catld 
lie Church. That principle is, its entire and absolt| 
supremacy over its worshippers. It neither allows i 
knows such a thing as individual liberty of any I 
Religiously, politically, mentally, and socially, it r 
with Nero-like despotism — as if it regarded mankind J 
mere puppets that could not be moved, or were not fi^ 
move, only as its wires or machinery mov 
Catholicism completely denies or ignores the right i 
privilege of a man to his own mind ; and so far aa regards 
the duty or necessity of usiug his powers of investigation, 
reflection, or judgment, under such a system of religion,. 
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he might exactly as weli, to the extent they are con- 
cerned, have hee0 bom withont them, for he is not to use 
them. No ; he is to believe just what he is told to 
believe — no more, do loss. You, for example, take 
yonr cue from the Popo ; your priests and Mr. lirownson 
take theira from you ; and your papers, the Tahlet, Celt, 
Pilot, &c., follow suit. On the one hand, it is Arbitrary 
domination ; on the other, slavish submission. These 
odious features, so repugnant to every iiee and manly 
aspiration, are plainly apparent in the entire policy of 
your Church, and render it an object of alarm, reproach, 
and detestation to every true friend of humanity and im- 
provement. Not only would it subsidize the press and 
(Wtend a censorship over it, but it is now claiming the 
'foatrol of the Free Schools of this Republic I This is a 
!*«taTtling fact, but it is true, and I will prove it so in my 
»ext by Catholic testimony. 

Americans ! There is a struggle going on among us 
at the present time, between Catholicity and Liberalism, 
for the education of the youthful mind. Shall the rising 
generation, the future Republicans of the United States, 
have their minds contaminated with the superstition 
and servility of the Dark Ages, or shall they be in- 
Btiucted in the hberal, the enlightened, and the republi- 
can principles of Washington, Frankhu, and Jefferson ? 
It rests with you to give the answer. 



NUMBER. VII. 



CA'THOLIC opposition to free schools— [Continued.] 



The subject of Education is of such transcendent im- 
portance to the American Republic, that I cannot forego 
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the disposition to dwell upon it still further. To every 
reflecting and intelligent freeman* the tnith must be 
obvious, that Liberty depends on Knowledge ; and I 
hold it as not less self-evident, that the Roman Catholic 
[Religion can be perpetuated only by perverting the 
intellect of the young. Hence the combined opposition 
of your Church — from the Pope down through your 
Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Reviews, and 
Papers — to the system of Free Education as established 
and taught in our Free Schools. 

These Schools, take them all in all, are the best in the 
world — the most equal in their benefits, the best nurse- 
ries of republicanism as well as for teaching the rudiments 
of learning, and the nwst libemlly supported by the 
munificence of the people. But your Church is^opposed 
to them. Why ? Simply because they do not teach the 
Catholic rehgion. Your Church, claiming as it does 
supreme power over all mankind and all their interests, 
seeks to rule them in every particular — and their educa- 
tion is included among the other things. It seems it is 
not enough for Catholicism that the schools are free firom 
sectarianism. No, they must be under her control and 
dictation ! These *•' colleges of the people," which form 
the palladium of American liberty, must be Romanized 
and put under Popish dominion, where priestcraft shall 
be the ruling power. This is what you want, it is what 
you are strugghng for, but I hope it is what you will 
never get. 

I have already given quotations, from Catholic au- 
thorities, to prove that your Church, with its natural and 
usual arrogance and domination, claims the control of all 
education in the schools. I here present further testimo- 
ny of the same kind, which, though it may have no 
effect on you and other Catholics, will yet assist, I trust, 
in opening the eyes of the honest and unsuspecting to the 
formidable and despotic designs of your Church. The 
American people can read, thank Gk)d I They are not 
Uke the vagabond Lazzaroni of Italy, so steeped in 
Popery and ignorance, as not to know the alphabet. 
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The American people can read, and some thousands of 
them win now read the followmg extract from the 
lecture of the Bev. Dr. Monnahan, in St. Patrick's Hal], 
Philadelphia, Jan. 22. 1653: — 

" He begun by staling that bis lecture would go to sbow that 
Calliolio educniion cannot be. looked upon as a matter about whinb 

Salionfor all. Tbis he first enforced from tlie commands of llie 
overeign PonlilTi, and by the PrelaCea of the Cliurcli. Me then 
■bowed tbat Ibe exclusive right lo educate belonge to the Church. 
Either ttiis inuBt ba her eicinBive right, or the powers granted her 
are of no avail. We Bre, moreover, bound not to expose our own 
and our children's salvation to the dangerrinaeparahle IVom un- 
Cnlholic educatioD — we must, tberefore, have recourse lo Catholic 
edacBiion, not as B. matter of cliaice, but absolute obligation. 

" For the development and enroreing of these arguments, he ex- 
plained the uniimiled authority possessed by the Church over the 
oietciao of all the human faculties — over every bianoli and form of 
human knowledge — over all the actual or possible extent of tha 
empire of science, tbe landmarks of which must ba set by the 
Cburub. « *■ « 

" It might be easily shown that the root, from which nil heroaiei 
have sprung, has been some scieolific, mDral, or philosophical prin- 
ciple, upheld in spite of Ibe Church's tcachiug lo the contrary : no- 
Catholic education and loss of faith go hand iu hand. Take your 
own wny in prosecuting tha study of any science, and you will end 
in some moral or religious error, and most frequently in unbelief. 
Who, nt (he preSEnl day, are the Infidels — the Kationalists— thn 
Deists? Are they the men of no learning, or do they not boast 
ceklitated names in science ! Have they not, many of them, spent 

themselves above the religious prejudices of those who believe in 
Chriatianily or CnthoUcity ? Is not ednoation, in fact, the engine 
and instrument now hoped most from against the Cliurcb ! Is it 
not, in fiict, a conspiracy against Catholicity — this common educa. 
lional system of common schools and raacd schools V 

We see, by the alwve, the ohjectof your Cliurch ii 
opposition to the present school system. It aims to 
biing the schools under the sway and dominioc of Catho' 
licisui. As now conducted, the schools teach no particu- 
lat religion — they are free from sectarian influence, as ia 
evident from the fuct tliat parents belonging to all the 
difl*erent sects among us, send their cliildren to the same 
■cbool. The child of tlie Baptist sits aide by side witb 
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fee child of the Unitarian, and the Universalist child with 
'tfee Orthodox, &c., tc, showing as plainly as can be 
Aat religion of any kind is not taught uor intendea to be 
taught in Uie schools, but that they are simply designed 
to impart the rudiments of that knowledge which all 
consider essential. 

But this liberal and republican school system does not 
suit your Church, and the only reason is, because it is 
liberal and republican. It does not acknow^ledge your 
Pope as the Vicegerent of God, and his Chiu-ch as the 
only true Church, and its faith as the only true faith. 
These monstrosities the present school system does not 
recognize, adore, and teach. And hence you Catholios 
oppose it, of course ; and on the same principle that you 
appose everything that allows any rights to others. Nafi 
kis a cardinal doctrine of your Church, as I have proved 
ever and over by the words of your own authorities, that 
nobody but a Catholic is entitled to uny rights whatever! 

This absurdity and- tyranny is to be carried out by 
your Church in its warfare upon tlie schools. She must 
rale in education as in all other matters — everything, in 
ffaort, must be made subservient to her will and control. 
" The exclusive right to educate belongs to the Church ; " 
Uid "over every branch and form of human knowledge 
■^— over all the actual or possible extent of the empire of 
■cience, the landmarks must be set by the Church " ! I 

So says the Catholic Dr. Munnahan ; and he is correct 
in his doctrine — and you know it. Your Church is as 
arrogant, domineering, and desijotic as it was in the Dark 
Ages, from whence it has come dowu ufxm us like a 
black cloud. Only give her the power that she once 
possessed, and she would be the same bloody and dfr. 
voiiring monster at tliis day, that she was when in 
dungeons of her infernal Inquisition she tortured,-bi 
and hanged poor heretics for their honest convii 
for she is infallible, in her practice as well as in he: 
Her cmelty is as certain as her faith is bigoted. 

Republicans of the United States ! The sons 
dom in Euiops recogniae j/ou as the b ' 
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hnman progress. Beware, then, of the Ronian Catholic 
E^ligioii ! It is the most formidable enemy that Liberty 
has ever known, and its present attempt to ruin or sub- 
vert the Free Schools of the Republic, is nothing leas 
than a concerted movement against Americiia Freedom. 



NDMBEK. VIII. 



Sm: — 

I have proved by the highest testimony known to your 
Church, tliat wherever the Roman Catholic Religion ex- 
tends its jurisdiction, there is an end to all those liberal, 
enliji^hlened, and tolerant principles which comprise the 
beauty and the strength of Republicanism. The Pope is 
engaged in tliis work of destruction, as I have shown by 
his own language ; and as he dictates the policy to be 
pursued by all his followers, they echo his sentiments at 
all times and on all occasions. We see his directing 
agency in the crusade now waged by Catholics against 
Free Schools. He denounced this system of education 
in his address or Allocution to the Republic of New 
Granada, and his Bishops are doing the sarbe thing for 
the Republic of America. W hat your exertions, as the 
Bishop of Boston, may amount to, in this onslaught upon 
free education, remains to be seen ; but 1 notice that in 
New York, Archbishop Hughes is uncommonly active, 
so is Bishop Lefevre in Michigan, and Bishop Furcell in 
Ohio, &c. &c. The Catholic press, without an exception 
that I am aware of, joins in tlie stniggle, and the uni- 
versal war-cry of the Pope and his Bishops, his Priests 
and his Press is — " Down with the Free Schools 1 " 

You wilt lemember, that all the testimony I have given 



1 



28 FAMtLtAB LBTTEIIS 

to prove t!ie opposition of your Churcli to the present ex- 
cellent system of free education, is Catholic — so yon 
cannot pretend caltimny in the premises, and say that I 
am denottucing your Church by using the language of 
her enemies. No; it is her own testimony which she 
gives of herself; and though I have given enough to 
satisfy the most sceptical, still I wish to give the testi- 
mony of more Catholics upon this important suliject of 
their attempted debtniction of the Free Schools. 1 am 
the more solicitous upon this point, because I hear some 
of the lay Catholics insisting that it is not tme — that 
their Cliurch is noC opposed to the Schools, and that it ia 
only tlie malignity of Infidels and Protestauts that insti- 
gates them to misrepresent her thus. My reply is, that 
if these doubling CathoUcs can be convinced by Catholic 
testimony, they shall Iiave enough of it, nor shall I oflei 
them any other. 

Among the Catholics of the present time, there is one 
man in particular, who is held in high repute — uamely, 
Dr. Orestes A. Brownson, editor of a Catholic Quarterly 
Heview. Though he is an apostate Infidel, and no bad 
imitator of the famous " Vicar of Bray," (having " been 
everything by turns and nothing long,") he is yet a man 
of superior learning, and as he is probably the ablest de- 
fender of the Catholic Church in this country, he ii 
regarded by the Faithful as a bright and shilling light 
He is the most ultra of the idtramoutanists or siipporten 
of the absolute supremacy of the Pope. His doctrine is 
that the Church of Home is supreme in all tilings — that 
the State owes allegiance and absolute obedience to the 
Church. He contends that society has no absolute rights 
whatever — it has only duties. Goi only has rights, and 
the Catholic Church is God's representative — ergo. Got- 
ernment is a grant from the Church 1 Tliis absurd doo- 
trine, which is the very essence of despotism, is continn- 
ally put forth in his Review — a work which is iudoraed 
by twenty-five Archbishops and Bishops of this country, 
and it might therefore be considered tiie mouth-piece of 
the Cliurch ; especially, since Mr. Brownson, in a letter 
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to Dr. Newman, acknowledges that he " ne 
an article without submitting it first to his Bishop," and 
he only " censures -what Bishops and professed theo- 
logians bid him censure." I have not heard of anch sub- 
serviency to despotism since the time the " pliant willow 
Damocles" did the bitldiog of Dionysins the dictator of 
Syracuse. Speaking of the schools, Mr. Brownsou, in a 
recent number of his E.eviow^, says : — 

"Our rnpmies let^ apon Godless schools — Slsle education as a 
incans of chrcldnc the progress of CaihoJicity. We must admit 
they have laid tlieir pl«ns with inrornnl skill. The result ■mil nol 
meet tlieir anEicipalions, however. Tht atttntion of thi Catholic 
iBorld htti btm dirteltd to lAit tubject by tio$t whom God kalh itnt 
to rule ovtT ui, and a struggle wliicli will end in victory tor iho 
Church has begun between Catholicity and (ha State, to see who 
■liall hare tlie child." 

Mr. Brownson, when he was a Libera], was more 
BCnipuloiis for truth than he seems to be now — a proof, 
I think, that under tbe influence of Catholicism he has 
" lost the jewel of his soul." He says the sohoots are 
" Godless." This is something more than a random shot 
— it is a downright falsehood. If the schools were God- 
less, they would be Infidel or Atheistical. But it so 
happens that the Infidels do not consider them Infidel, 
for tile very good reason that they have prayers in them. 
Tha prayers are addressed to God — therefore the 
Schools are not Godless, aiid Mr. Brownson is guilty of 
misre pros eu tati on. 

Thereat of liis i)aragraph, above quoted, is not less 
foolish than the absurdity already pointed out. The idea 
that " God hath sent [Catholics] to ride over us " ! ! is 
worthy only of the idle ravings of Bedlam, and shows 
how wretchedly a brilliant intellect may be perverted 
when it sinks from the summit of Philosophy down to 
that low level where it draggles through the murky 
sewers of CathoUcism The Araericaa Republic in- 
tended of God to be Catholic ! Then he intended it for 
damnation — for there is not a country on the face of thg 
globe, in which Catholicism rules and reigns, that is ntrf 
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socially, mentally > civilly, and politically damned — aye, 
qoadruply damned ! Look at Ireland, Rome, Naples, 
Florence, Spain, Portugal, Cuba, Mexico, Brazil — ^look 
anywhere, in any quarter, where Catholicity rules the 
people, and the land groans under the treble curse of 
ignorance, superstition, and imbecility, which, like a 
blight and mildew, blasts and withers every eflbrt of the 
friends of freedom and humanity. 

And this pestiferous system is what Mr. Brownson is 
endeavoring to fasten upon this Republic ; and the 
struggle for the victory between Democracy and Abso- 
lutism or the Catholic Church, is to result, he thinks, in 
fiivor of the latter. All Catholics say the same, so confi- 
dent and boastful have they become. And what are we 
to have when Doctor Orestes A. Brownson gains his 
" victory ? " Let the Catholic Bishop Kenrick answer : — 
" Catholicitt/ tvill one day rule America^ and then reli- 
gious FREEDOM WILL BE AT AN END*' ! ! 

Americans I how shall we prevent this disastrous 
result ? By standing up unflinchingly in support of our 
Free Schools, for the only surety of our safety in future, 
depends upon a sound national republican education. 



NUMBER IX, 



CATHOLIC OPPOSITION TO FREE SCHOOLS— STILL 

FURTHER PROOF. 



Sir: — 

You perceive I am dwelling yet upon this subject: 
but the reason is, it is very fruitful of thought, while on 
the score of importance it stands preeminent among 
those questions that in the future are to make the weal 
or the woe of the American Republic. I set it down as 
a truth as self-evident as the sun shining at mid-day, 
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tliat, iii>oii our system of Free Scliools and the course of 
Educatioa pursued in them, tlie future Be publican In- 
stitutions of tbi3 country mainly depend for their exis- 
tence; and I consider it not leas obvious, that, if tlie 
Homaa Catholic BeJigioa should obtain the ascendency 
here, those Institutions must decay aud perish, for it is 
impossible that tliey could find supporters except among 
those whose minds had been previously instructed in tha 
principles of Freedom which they teach. 

Tlie Catholic Ckurck knmes vo such Odng as Foeedom. 
It is a proscribed and branded word, and has ever been 
voted out and kept out ol the Holy Motiier Church with 
as much apparent horror as though it were a deadly 
poison, or, in the sight of God, the unpardonable sin. 
This is not idle and unmeaning declamation, but plain, 
sober truth, as every lujprejudiced student of history will 
bear witness. Wlien Cotbolicity triumphed in Europe, 
and had everything in its own way, setting up and 
knockiug down kings like puppets in a game of chess, 
did it allow any freedom to auy power but itself? No ; 
it claimed and exercised absolute dominion or tyranny, 
and regarded and treated all dissenters as its mere slaves 
and vassals. Such was Catholicism when it reigned su- 
preme; siich is its legitimate practice; because when 
any party has the power to enforce its system, we see 
then what the inherent and the real nature of their sys- 
tem is ; and then again, to place the matter beyond all 
doubt. Catholicity claims infaUihility. She cannot change 
in her proscriptive, intolerant, and bigoted creed. It is 
tbo same now that it was in the Dark Ages. Dr. Brown- 
aon, your head man in the United States, says that 
■■Heresy and Infidelity have not, and never had, and 
never can have any rights"!! So said the Popes in 
olden time when they doomed poor heretics to tlie rack 
and fire. Our modern Torquemada may linvo some- 
thing of that disiiositiou ; but, God be thanked I he lacks 
the power of that monster of the Catholic Inquisition, 
and can only growl and show his teetli at those whom 
he dare not bite ! 
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As Catholicism never allowed any freedom, it has 
likewise been always opposed to a system of education 
that tended to expand and liberalize the youthful mind. 
It seems to be as fearful of this kind of education, as if 
it knew that its prevalence wouki overthrow the Catho- 
lic Religion, and entirely destroy it, root and bmuch. 
Now this explains the whole secret of the furious Catho- 
lic opposition to our Free Schools. They endanger your 
Church, because they teach Republicanism, and do not 
teach Popery — hence, in the fume-and-fustian language 
of Catholic writers, they are ** Godless," *' damnable," 
"pits of hell," and everything else that is frightful and 
horrid. Says the New Orleans Catholic Messenger : — 

" Public schools infringe on our rights, and those who advocate 
them, such as they now are, would be betrayers of the Holy Faith 
which they received from their fathers." 

The Catholic idea of " rights" is to deprive everybody 
else of rights — for, according to Brownson, a man who is 
not a Catholic, " has not, never had, and cannot have 
any rights " ! All rights, therefore, were made and 
intended by God himself for, the especial benefit of the 
Roman Catholic Church and — Dr. Orestes Augustus 
Brownson, of Chelsea, in the County of Suffolk, (Mass.) 
It is this very liberal doctrine that makes the New York 
Freeman's Journal, (Archbishop Hughes's paper,) belch 
out thus : — 

" Certainly it seems as if the Devil were let loose upon the Godless 
schools t9 render them abhorrent to even Pagan nature." 

Everything republican and liberal is the *' devil " m 
the eyes of a Catholic bigot ; and hence all the papers 
under the dictation of the Holy Mother Church unite in 
the war-cry against the schools. (The editors show all 
their articles to their Bishops,' no doubt, for approval — 
just as Brownson says he shows his to you, so that in 
fact the Pope and the Bishops are the instigators in any 
given attack by the Catholic press, for they give the word 
steuboy! and all the editors bark the same chorus.) The 
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■Western Tablet, the Catholic paper printed at Chicago, 
howls out its opposition to the schools in as rabid a manner 
as though its editor vms suffeiing the gripes of liydro- 
phobia : — 

■■ParrnlsmuBt first come !□ f»]tlie dangers of (lie Godlees schcnb 
ao proroumUj' as 10 Torego wilh nloorily all [ho apparent advantage* 
tliejr aflbtd, and to dream no more of consigning Iheir offspring to 
thesa nuraarics of healhenism, vice, and crime, than they would of 
casting their children inio soma Ganges, or beneatli snmH car of 
Juggpmnul, or immolating them to some grim and bloody Moloch, 
nr mnking them over, soul and body, fat time and eternity, to the 
Devil. * * * Ifyour son or daugiitcr is attending a. State school, 
f ou may be as certain that you are violnling your duly aa a Catholio 
patent, and conducing to the everlasting anguish atid despair of your 
child, as if you could lake yoor oath of it ! Take him away. Let 
him rather never know how to write his name, than become tha 
boiid and chained slave of Satan, than rise up at the last dread daf 
of accounts, to citrse you in all thennB-sailingrepentanco and bittcr- 
DeS9 of final despair I Take him away, if you do not wish your bed 
of death to be tormented with the spectre of a soul which God has 
given you as a sacred trust surrendered to the great enemy of mOQ- 
tind ! Take liiro away latUer than incur the anger of Ui» God and 
the loss of his soul ! " 

The ravings of this poor bigoted fanatic are enoagli to 
make any rational man exclaim, " Take Aim away " to 
some lunatic ^syhim and pnt him in a straight jacket. 
Americans 1 you see by this foul-mouthed intolerance and 
glaring blasphemy what these obstinate and wicked 
Catholics would do if they could. Awake I Let us 
cling to our Free Schools, as we would preserve oui 
lives! Education has given all the Uberty, and the 
desire for liberty, in the world. It is the corner-stone of 
Freedom, and the source of aU real Republicanism. 
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NUMBER X 

CATHOLIC OPPOSITION TO FREE SCHOOLS— [Concluded.] 

Sm: — 

In bringing this part of my subject to a close, I will 
briefly advert to what I consider to be the position of 
Catholics in regard to the present American system of 
education. Our Free Schools, being unsectarian in 
religion and republican in their social and political ten- 
dencies, are diametrically opposed to the Popish Church, 
which proscribes and denounces everything like mental 
and civil liberty. And it does thisj because of its abso* 
lute exclusiveness. It claims universal and uncondi- 
tional submission on the part of government, laws, and 
institutions of every name and nature. Everything 
must be subsidiary. No one has any rights of his own, 
because the Catholic Church has all kinds of rights in 
her keeping and control. Governments, in her estima- 
tion, are no more than the humblest individuals, and both 
are just nothing, or only the mere vassals or slaves of her 
despotic power, which she will suffer to exist while they 
are obedient to her tyranny, and which she crushes when 
they dissent or rebel. 

Now the system of Free Schools in the Ajnerican Re- 
public stands directly across this policy like a huge 
stumbling-block, which must be got out of the way, 
somehow, else the Roman Catholic Religion receives its 
death-blow, for it can no more make headway where 
Republican Education is diffused, than despotism can 
prevail in a land of freemen. How is Catholicism en- 
deavoring to effect her object in her crasade upon the 
Schools ? She works, as usual, in two ways, and these 
are — " Rule or Ruin ! " She demands that school funds 
shall be appropriated by the authorities of towns and 
cities to the establishment of any sectarian schools that 
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a Catholic faction may see f5t to get up. This 
would not only violate the fitndameutal principles of our 
Government by the union of Cliurch and State, but it 
wonld, in fact, to a certain extent, make the Government 
Catliolic ! Any man of common sagacity can see in a 
moment that this Catholic scheme ia fraught with incal- 
culable mischieC It would be the entering wedge of 
Papal despotism in the United Stales, It would estab- 
lish, in favor of Catholicity, a governmental precedent, 
which would pave the way for the eslabhshment by law 
of other Catholic usurpations, until finally the Govern- 
ment would fall a prey to the odious Popish Hierarchy, 
and the days of the Republic be ended. By their own 
admiaaiou, the prize for which the Catholics are playing 
is the possession of our Government, and every art that 
Jesuitism can devise to ensure the success of the game 
will be put in requisition. To be forewarned, is to be 
forearmed. Let Americans be on the alert I and let 
tiiem frown with indignation upon every attempt at a. 
union of Church and State ! 

The otlier plan of the Catholics in their opposition to 
Free Schools, provided they cannot " rule " them in the 
manner they desire, is to "ruin" them by abuse and 
misrepresentation, hoping thereby to draw down upon 
them the prejudice and antipathy of the public. Thus 
the Schools are denounced as "Godless," "Infidel," 
"damnable," and all the other denunciatory epithets 
with which the Catholic vocabulary abounds. It is of 
no sort of consequence that these charges against the 
Schools are false, that no Infidelity is taught in them, but 
that, on the contrary, prayers to God are offered in them 
— the Catholics are determined on their destruction, and 
consequently stick at nothing to effect their purpose. 
Their motto always was, and is now, "The end sancti- 
fies the means," especially when the end to be gained is 
the suppression of Liberal principles. The Catholic 
Arclibishop Kcnrick says : — 
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all the people are Catholic, and where the Catholic religioa is an 
essential part of the law of the land, they will be punished as other 



cnmes." 



Such being the feelings of Catholics against all who 
are not of their Church, it is no wonder that they are 
seeking the destruction of our Free Schools, whose ten- 
dency is to repuhlicanize the youthful mind and instil 
into it the principles of political and mental freedom. 
Keeping this fact in mind, it is easy to understand the 
meaning of the Archbishop of St. Louis, when he says : 

" Protestantism of every kind. Catholicity inserts in her catalogue 
o€ mortal sins : she endures it when and where she must : but she 
bates it, and directs all her energies to effect its destruction. If the 
Catholics ever gain, which they surely will do, an immense numeri- 
cal majority, religious freedom in this country is at an end." 

The designs of Catholic Bishops are perfectly plain. 
They come to this country to overthrow the government 
and erect on its ruins a Popish despotism. Suppose, for 
instance, that they could control the system of education 
in this Republic. What would a child be taught ? Why, 
soinething Uke this : — 

That science and philosophy arc dangerous. 

That the incomprehensible dogmas, frauds, cheats, and iiiipo0tiix«« 
of the Catholic Church should be swallowed blindly. 

That all progress is either a delusion or the work of the devil. 

That a Church and FontidT whose history is black with innume- 
rable crimes, and red with the blood of innumerable wars, massacres, 
assassinations, judicial murders, and auto-da-fe's, are the representa- 
tives of God on earth, to whom mankind owe supreme allegiance. 

That whenever the Catholic Church has power, she has the un- 
questionable right to hang, imprison, or burn all who do not submit 
to her authority. 

That Louis Napoleon, the Czar Nicholas, and the Emperor of 
Austria, are the favorite instruments of the Almighty ; while Ko»- 
sttth, Mazzini, and all the European martyrs of liberty are a worth« 
less rabble, for whom a halter or a dungeon is a proper reward. 

Americans ! This is what Catholicity would ^ve for 
popular education. It would >iestroy the present Repub- 
lican system of enlightening the youthful mind, and sub- 
stitute for it the miserable trash here enumerated. Uow 
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shall we prevent this fatal consiimmation ? By promot- 
ing kuowledge among the people, and by exposing before 
tlicra the true character and designs of the Roman Ca^ 
tholic Chnrch in niir midst. She is untiring in her 
ioeidioHs work of undermining onr Government and free 
institutions, and hence the necessity for every republican 
to be vigilant in his duty against the common enemy of 
free education and political and mental liberty. 
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Sm: — 

In this coimtry, nt the present time, are two men — 
both of tliera natives of Ireland — whose respective 
treatment by your Church is a striking illustration of its 
friendship for Absolutism and its hatred for Republican' 
ifim. I single out these men as the representatives of 
these two principles, because their practical treatment by 
yonr Cluirch gives a better idea of the view with which. 
the principles are regarded than if I attempted merely to 
reason upon them, inasmuch as practice is more potent 
than precept. 

One of these men {the Absolutist) is Thomas D. 
M'Gee. But he was not always a man of such doc- 
trines. In the Irish Revolution or Rebellion of 1848, he 
attached himself to the Liberal political side, and in con- 
junction with his brother Patriots did good service 
against the common enemy. He remained firm and un- 
shaken in his devotion to the Liberal cause to the last 
hour of his residence on Irish ground, from which, when 
the Rebellion was suppressed, he had the good fortune 
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to escape by flight. Arrived in this country, he t 
tinued for awhile to advocate the same principles 
in Ireland ; and the New York Nation, of wliich he vfos 
editor, echoed the same revolutionary doctrines as the 
Dublin Nation, with which he had previously been con- 
nected. But in a short time a change came over Mr. 
M'Gee, and he repudiated tlio principles he formerly 
avowed and supported. His liberality, manliness, and 
independence at once forsook him ; and flie man who in 
Ireland was known as a sturdy and resolute Republican, 
became in America a pliant, passive, and willing tool of 
Absolutism I Who effected this change ? T/ie Jiamtut 
Ckuholic Church. It very coolly informed him that he 
was maintaining political doctrines whose tendency was 
adverse to her teaching, and he must recant or he would 
be crushed. Let me state here, in order to give a better 
understanding of the. reason of the Catholic opposition to 
Mr. M'Gee, that wlien he started his paper, in New 
York, called the " Nation," he promised, and no doubt 
intended, to discuss all subjects impartially. He com- 
menced by showing the true cause of Ireland's degrada- 
tion, and her abortive attempt at independence ; and, as 
might be expected, he implicated her Catholic clergy. 
This was his unpardonable sin. Being an Irishman, hs 
must be called to account by the Catholic Church, for she 
endeavors to rule or ruin every Irishman in America. 
He was threatened with the whole weight of Catholic 
vengeance if he did not desist in his opposition. He 
had not the stamina to defy and scorn this threat ; 
many Irishmen have ; and so, to avoid beggary t 
Btarvation, abuse, and persecution, he recanted — al^nf 
and discarded all his Liberal views, and crawling in ti 
dust at the feet of priests, bishops, and archbishops, li 
came as hiimblc an Absolutist as ever did the biddingd 
wore the fetters of a tyrant. In Ireland, he was t* 
fiiend of freedom and its supporters, but in America i 
opposes both. Free education, free thought, free spec 
me government, and a free press, Kossuth, and MazziB 
find in him a bitter enemy. But the Catholic Chuj ' 
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J his apostacy because she niles him and he is 
obedient and submissive to her dictation and control. 
He will obtain a hviug, doubtless, by his apostacy ; but, 
hkethe compensation that Judas received, it is the wag^ 
of a traitor to humanity and freedom. 

I turn from the contemplation of the dark pictnre pre- 
sented by tho fall of poor M'Gee, (whom I rather pity 
thaa despise,) to feast my admiring vision on one whose 
name at this liour is radiant with tKe light of liberty and 
patriotism — I mean the other Thomas of old Ireland, 
now a true American— THOMAS F. MEAGHER. He 
is a Republican of the genuine stamp ; was sentenced to 
death for serving the glorious cause of Uberty ; and re- 
plied to the barbarous sentence to be " hanged, drawn, 
and quartered," with a lofty heroism equal to that of tho 
martyred Emmett in the olden time. As you are aware, 
Mr. Meagher's sentence, for the prominent part he acted 
in the Irish Rebellion of '48, was subsequently commuted 
to perpetual banishment &om the country. It was car- 
ried into effect, and the patriotic young man was sent 
avray to a ptenal colony, there to languish and die among 
the criminal and the abandoned. But good fortune 
sometimes favors the brave, aud he managed to escape 
to the United States. If I am not mistaken, when it 
was first known that he had escaped from Van Dieman'a 
Land, the entire Catholic press of this country shouted 
" hosannah ! " But soon after his arrival here, and when 
it was discovered that he heliL the same Republican 
views as wheu in Ireland, and began to proclaim them, 
the entire Catholic press, with the same unanimity as 
before, cried " crucify him ! " Why was this change 7 
Because the Catholic Church was afmid of him. He, 
being a RepubUcan and your Church despotic, his free 
principles cut athwart your holy bne, and the command 
was given to tho Catliolio press to hunt him down or 
silence him by a fierce opposition. Not only was your 
press engaged in this crusade, but your priests, bishops, 
and archbishojts, were also enhsted iu the same contest. 
Thomas F. Meagueh was in favor of religious liberty; ha 
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was likewise iriendly to civil freedom, and had spoken 
approvingly of Kossuth and Mazzini. He was, there- 
fore, dangerous to Absolutism or the Cathohc Church, and 
must be crushed. True to the settled pohcy of your 
Church, to rule or ruin every Irishman in America, it has 
left no stone unturned to conquer, subdue, and hvimble 
him, and force the Irish Patriot down upon his knees to 
implore forgiveness of the " Lord's anointed " for daring 
to have a conscience of his own, and for presuming to be 
a Repubhcan in a Republican country. But, thank 
God ! neither the Catholic Press nor the Catholic Church 
combined together for his destruction, can either break or 
bend him! for he is impregnable in his own firmness, 
since he is backed up by the generous support of the 
whole American people. He is of sterner stufi^than the 
pliant M*Gee; and now that Meagher is safe, in the 
friendship of all Republicans, from the malicious attacks 
of the Catholic Church, he can calmly say to her — 
" Cease, viper ! you gnaw a file I '* 

Now, in the case of these two men — M'Gee and 
Meagher — we see the manner in which your Church re- 
gards an Absolutist and a Republican. The former she 
blesses and rewards — the latter she curse-s, and would 
punish with severity if she dared to. But I need not 
dwell upon the self-evident fact, that in all the qualities 
that make a true man, the Absolutist sinks into insignifi- 
cance when contrasted with the Republican. 
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HOW CATHOLICISM TREATS A REPUBLICAN. 

[Continaed.] 

Sm: — 

The i>eculiarly bigoted, censorious, and vindictive spirit 
wl^ch your Church, as a body, exhibits towards Thomas 
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F. Meaghek, ia so palpably evident, and iUnstrates so 
well lier enmity and hatred of itepiiblicans and their 
principles, that I must be excnsed for making it tlie sub- 
ject of another letter. It was always known hy tiiose 
who understood c«>rrectly the theory of tlie Catliolic 
Cliurch, that it would crush or ruin every Republican 
wherever or whenever it was ^Mssible ; but many of the 
Catholic laity, whose koow^ledgo of the real nature of the 
practice of their Church is very superficial, liave denied 
tlie correctness of this charge, ana said it was only a 
Protestant slander. But the treatment which Mr, Meagher 
has experienced from your Church, proves conclusively 
ihat the charge is strictly true. lie is a living evidence 
of the fact ; and, as he is now among us, and by imlitical 
adoption forms one of the great family of American Re- 
publicans, every Ilneud of liberty and the righfe of man 
should make common cause with him that his hands may 
be strengthened and his heart eucoimiged in liis effurta 
fur freedom and humanity. 

Especially, should the Irishmen of America sympathiza 
with and sustain him. For, let me ask them the ques- 
tion, what brought them to these shores ? I presume it 
was owing to the misgovern nient or oppression to which 
they were subjected in Ireland — the cause, as them- 
selves say, that is depopulating their country, and ttirust- 
ing out its inhabitants trom the homes of their birth and 
the graves of their fathers, to find aa asylum beyond the 
Atlantic. Well, Thomas F. Meagher saw and felt Ihia 
oppression and self-expatriation ; lie desired to prevent 
both, that Ireland might be freed from her oppressor and 
enjoy an existence as a liberated and independent nation. 
His object was noble, and, assisted by other patriots, 
brave and devoted like himself, he made the attempt at 
revolution, 'and failed — was arrested, tried, and con- 
demned, and sent ofi" into perpetual banishmeut It has 
been said, by high authority, that "Greater love tlian 
this hath no matt, that ho lay down his life for his 
friends." Thomas F. Meagher was willing to make this 
. test of his friendship for Ireland, and when replying to 
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the barbarous sentence to be " hanged, drawn, and quar- 
tered," (which was afterwards commuted,) gloried in the 
thought that, hke the martyred Emmett, he, too, was to 
die a patriot's death upon the scafibld. 

Need I dwell upon the fact that Mr. Meagher is en- 
titled to the heartfelt sympathy and approbation of every 
Irishman, and particularly of every Irishman in America ? 
They profess to be opposed to the government that mis- 
rules Ireland, but who, among them all, ever gave such 
proof of sincerity and bravery in their opposition as 
Meagher has given ? He was ready and eager to sacri- 
fice himself for the welfare of his countrymen — while 
they, many of them, were totally regardless of his labors 
in their behalf, and sneaked away from the country by 
thousands, deserting him and his little band of gallant 
patriots, and leaving them to cope almost single-handed 
with the gigantic power of England. How shall we ac- 
count for such imbecility, cowardice, and treachery in the 
Irish people ? Are they, really, so contemptible, always, 
as their treatment of Meagher would seem to warrant 
the behef ? No, Sir I Men are to a great degree, if not 
wholly, governed by circumstances ; and in the history 
of Irishmen we see the fact clearly exempUfied. There 
have been times and occasions when they have behaved 
nobly. In the American Revolution they proved them- 
selves gallant soldiers ; in the Irish Rebellion of 1798, 
they won the same renown ; in the English army they 
have always maintained a high reputation for bravery ; 
but in Ireland, in the rebellion of 1848, they were " mere 
effigies of men,^' with but few exceptions — as destitute 
of the power of resistance as so many dastards who have 
been struck motionless with the paralysis of fear. How 
shall we account for this great change in the Irish people 
— their bravery in '98, and their cowardice* in '48? I 
beUeve that Meagher gave the secret of it, when he spoke 
as follows of the Catholic priesthood : 

" I do not of course applaud them or the /part they acted. Wittk 
the belief that is rooted in my mind, I could not do so. For I firmly 
believe that had the Catholic priests of Ireland preached the revqla* 
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tion froiii Ibeir nllHra — had they blessed ihearaia BndbnnnerB qf tlio 
people, acd tlicii gone out and borne tlie c[OU in iionl of thu insuc- 
etai tanks — bail tliU been [be case, I firmly believe Llieto would 
have bei^n a young nntion crowned with gtory, standing proadty up 
by the side of Eogliud at thia bouc." 

The plain inference from this is, that the Cathoho 
priests of Ireland were opposed to the Revolution ; that 
Ihey iufluenced the people against it, -and hence it was a 
failure, hecause the priest-ridden people did nut dare to 
disobey tJie clergy. A Revolution may fail, and yet the 
country that attempts it lose no honor, for every thing 
may have been done that could be done to secure suc- 
cess ; but in Ireland the people did nothing when the 
crisis anived, except to show their treachery. Under all 
the circumstances, it was the most feeble and humiliating 
attempt at resistance that the world has ever seen, and 
stamps the Irish people ivith an indelible disgrace. The 
courageous Meaglier and his gallant brother patriots were 
left abiiost literally atone in the struggle; deserted by 
the very men for whom they were perilling their lives. 
Not a blow Avas strnck in their behali', but thousands of 
Irishmen looked on with tame indifference, and quietly 
saw them given up to the tender mercies of the British 
Government. It ■was the most cow^ardly abandonment 
tliat the page of history records. 

I have dwelt upon it at some length, because, as the 
Catholic priesthotxl are responsible for it, we see how 
slavish and servile the Irish people become under their 
influence. The priesthood, being oiiposed to the Revo- 
lution, opposed Meagher because he would not consent 
to be their too! ; and the Catholic priests in this country 
opitose him for precisely the same reason. They must 
rule or ruin every Irishman whether iu Ireland or Amer- 
ica, for they look upon an Irishman as their proper and 
legitimate prey — as though he was born (to use the idea 
of the great Jtjffekson) witli a saddle on his back, and 
tliey born booted and spurred, ready to ride him by the 
grace of God, or 1 might say the indulgence of the Pope, 
jrtio in their minds appears to be a still higher aathority. 
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No sooner had Meagher, after his arrival in America, 
announced himself as entertaining the same opinions as 
when in Ireland, and evinced his determination of sup- 
porting Kossuth, Mazzini, and the revolutionary party 
of Europe, and declared his intention of acting indepen- 
dent of priests, than the entire Catholic Church of the 
United States denounced him, and with one accord be- 
gan the work of hunting down a man who dared to be 
governed by the dictates of his own conscience, in a Re- 
publican country, rather than by the domineering sway 
of a bigoted and tyrannical church. 

We see by the manner in which Catholicism treats 
Thomas F. Meagher, how bitterly opposed she is to re- 
publicans. We see, likewise, how servile she makes her 
worshippers, even in this favored country. And we see, 
lastly — what I wish for the honor of \xx>r old Ireland we 
did not see — Irishmen leagued together, at the bidding 
of paltry priests, to ruin as brave and devoted a patriot as 
ever drew breath on Irish soil. In God*s name, and in 
the name of Liberty, I earnestly ask, have Irishmen no 
gratitude as well as no courage? Pray what is the 
meaning of this Irish crusade in America against 
Meagher '.' Was he not faithful to Ireland ? Did he not 
ofier his all in her behalf — his life ? And is he now, in 
return for it, to find Irishmen his enemies ? Did ever any 
Catholic priest prove a better patriot, or as good a one ? 
And who of all the Catholic editors — -.from the gifted 
though weak and fawning parasite Brownson, to the ser- 
vile stirrup-holders, the poor toadies of the Boston Pilot 
and Buffalo Celt — who among all this gang that now 
denounce Meagher, (nay, the whole of them put to- 
gether,) ever gave the self-sacrificing devotion to Ireland 
that he did ? And yet, the majority of Irishmen in this 
country, shame upon them ! are so lost to common grati- 
tude, or so led by the nose by their bishops and priests, 
that they are straining every nerve to put him down, 
and some of them even go to such lengths in their 
contemptible opposition, as to hiss him at his leo- 



tuies !* Irishmen do this ! 
gratitude ? But no mattei;— 



Was there ever baser in- 



A tyiannieal church may proscribe him, and recreant 
and apostate Irishmen may do its miserable work in 
hunting him down ; but thanks to the generous Kepub- 
licans of America, Thomas F. Meagher finds in their con- 
fidence and approbation, the fi-iendship and reward that 
bishops and their satellites can neither give nor take 
away. 



NUMBER XIII. 



THE JESUITS— AMEEICANS SHOULD BEWARE OF THEM. 



Having i)roved, by its example and precept, that the 
Catholic Church is oiiposed to free education, free in- 
qtiiry, free speecii, a free press, and in fine to every con- 
ceivable description of lieedotn that constitutes B*publi- 
canism, I pass to a brief consideration of the nature, 
design, and effect of the Society or Order of Jesuits — a 
class of people on whom your Church mainly relies for 
^its siiccess, and whose uoscrupulous measures to accom- 
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plish their purpose, show the vile means she uses in 
securing the realization of her hopes. 

I shall not be able, in one letter, to offer more than a 
tithe part of what might be said of the dangerous charac- 
ter and tendency of Jesuitism ; but I will endeavor to say 
enough to excite the curiosity of the reader to examine 
it at length at his leisure ; and when he has done so, I 
feel assured he will acknowledge that whatever he may 
have thought to be the villany of Jesuitism, the fact far 
outstrips the conception.=i^ The Jesuits are the worst 
enemies that Liberalism and Humanity ever had to en- 
counter, because the most secret, wily, and hypocritical 
Under the guise of friendship, they betray, Judas-like, 
their poor victim ; and what adds to their power to do 
injury, is their capability of inflicting it. They are men 
of intellect, having been thoroughly trained for the very 
purpose of establishing and perpetuating a system which 
is nothing more nor less than a vast and wicked scheme 
of treason against Humanity and the Rights of Man — 
a foul conspiracy for enslaving, degrading, and crushing 
all that is noble in the human breast. Do you reply, that 
this is mere declamation ? I answer. Not so, Bishop ; 
for every man acquainted with the history of the Jesuits, 
their rise and progress, and the dark deeds thoy insti- 
gated and performed, is aware that in exact proportion as 
they obtained power, in past centuries, they used it to the 
injury of the best interests of mankind. But many of 
the Catholic laity — more credulous and devout than in- 
quiring and intelligent — will disbelieve entirely my 
assertion, because they have been instracted to believe it 
false, and they do not dare to investigate or go beyond 
the teaching of their priests. I cannot expect to make 



* See the book entitled " Americans Warned of Jesuitism, or the 
Jesuits Unveiled," Ijy John Cl.audius Pitrat, a Member of the Uni- 
versity of Paris, Founder and ex-Editor of the Journal ** La Presse 
Bu Peuple " i*j Pari?, and formerly a Romish Priest. (This curioni 
book, replete with thrilhng interest, viras published some two years 
ago in New York, but it soon disappeared from the market —- proba- 
bly bought up and suppressed by Catholics.) 
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any iroprrssion upon tliis class. Like Ephraim of old, 
tliey are joiuc J lu their idols, and regard their priests witli 
about the sanie idolatry as was exjiressed by tlie infatu- 
alod lover in his couplet to his mistress ; — 

" I know EOl, I ask not, if gniU's in tliat lienri, 
1 but know thai 1 love lliee wliatevcr thou atl ! " 

But there are other Catholics who are beginning to exer- 
cise their reasoning powers, and to look iijion their minds 
as being their own property instead of being mortgaged 
to tlie church for time and eternity ; and to this class I 
address myself, while I present some important historical 
facts upon tlie stibject under discussion. 

Tlie Order of Jesuits — the most celebrated Order in 
the Roman Catholic Church in modem times — was in- 
stitnted in 1535, by Ignoiitts Loyola, a Spanish luiight. 
It differs from the other Orders of Monks in this, that 
while all the rest of those Catholics who take moiiasiic 
vows, profess to separate themselves from the world and 
its interests, the Jesuits were formed for active life — for 
associating, in every civilized country, among the courts 
of sovereigns as well as among the people, and stealthily 
managing political affairs not less than matters of religion. 
They acted more immediately under tire direction oi" the 
Pope than any of the otjior Catholic Orders, one of their 
vows being implicit obedience to whatever the Pope 
might reiiuire of them. So skilfully and cunningly did 
the Jesuits carry oni their policy, that in a sliort time 
they made their influence felt iu every Government, and 
became the confessors of most of the Princes of Europe. 
But they finally became so notorious for their lax system 
of mora^, their ambition and intrigues, and their agency 
in promoting despotism and perpetuating the most per- 
Dicious errors of Popery, they excited against themselves 
the general detestation of mankind, and the sentence of 
■ their abolition was passed by the Government of aUnost 
ry civilj/.ed nation, aud at last, in 1773, by Pope 
Dent XIV., but a bull was issued for their resturatioa, 
Efiai4, by Pope Pina VII. 
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There is no description of crime, no kind of cruelty of 
which depraved fanaticism can be guilty, that did not 
mark the course of the Jesuits, from the establishment 
of their Order in 1535, down through the long period of 
time to 1815. It woi\ld take volumes to recount the en- 
tire narrative of their villanies. I must, therefore, refer 
the reader to history, and he will there find, that for up- 
wards of 240 years there was scarcely a disturbance in 
the Governments of Europe, a kingly murder or assassi- 
nation or massacre, but it was the work of Jesuits. I 
will mention a few of their atrocities, and' for the r©* 
mainder, would request the reader to examine the work 
to which I have already alluded — "The Jesuits Un- 
veiled." « 

1553 — The Jesuits attempted to poison Maximilian II., of Austria. 

1570 — Such was their constant plotting all over England, the/ 
were expelled the country ; and in France forbidden to teach, after 
having been declared by the Government hostile to religion and to 
society. 

15S1 — They were expelled from France. 

15S4 — ^The Jesuits cause the murder of the Prince of Orange. 
They organize the League of the Princes de Guise and of Philip IL 
against the Protestants. [" The murderer of the Prince of Orange, 
Balthazar Gerard^ declared that four Jesuits of Treves, to whom he 
had revealed his project, had encouraged him with the assurance 
that if he fell and died in his pious design, he should be a martyr." 
— De Thou, French Hisiory of France, Book 79.] 

1586 — Conspiracies of the Jesuits in England to dethrone Queen 
Elizabeth. 

1590— A Bull of Pope Gregory XIII. rids the Jesuits of all dvfl 
and spiritual authorities. 

1592 — ^The Reverend Father Jesuit Holte sent Patrick CuUen to 
England v/ith an order to kill Queen Elizabeth. 

1593 — The Reverend Father Jesuit Yarade excited Barrieie tt> 
murder Henry IV., King of France. 

1.'594— The Reverend Father Jesuit Holte is hung for havinf 
plotted against the life of Queen Elizabeth. 

1595— Reverend Father Jesuit Guignard attempts the lifo of 
Henry IV. 

1598 — ^The Jesuits cause the murder of Maurice ]>• Nauan. 
They are expelled from Holland. 

1605-C — The Jesuits organize the •* Gunpowder Conspiracy " ia 
England ; two of them — the Reverend Fathers Garnet and Older- 
con — were hung and quartered in Londoft. The Fi^tben Qenid 
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and Tcamond eiCBpcd lliia fate only by flying from the kingdom 
•ecretly and rapiaiy. The Jesuila were llien expellnd fiom England, 
Scoilacd, nnd Ireland, by an eiiint of James I, 

1610— The JeBuUs kill King Henry IV. 

161S — Eipulaion of tha Jesuits from Boliemia, Buneaty, and 
Poland. 

1723— Eipulsion of ihe Jesuits from Rossia, 

1757— Tlie Jesuits attempt the lifo ofLouii XV., King of Prance ; 
■nd of Joseph I,, King of PortQEal. They were eipelled from both 

I76S — The Jesuits, beginning Co assemble again in France, are ex- 
pelled from the couiftry by a decree of Government- " Their doo- 
trines (says the decree) destroy the law oi' tiatnte, that rule of 
mornia which God himself has inscribed upon the heart of man. 
Tlieir dogmns, loo, break nil the bonds of civil society, authorizing 
theft, falsebood, perjury, llie moat inordinate and criminal impurity, 
and generally all passions and wickedness ; teaching [he nefarious 
principles ol^ secret compensul ion, equivocation, and mental reser- 
vation ; emirpating every seutitnent of humanity in their sanction 
of homicide and parricide ; subverting the authority of Govent' 
ments ; and, in fine, overthrowing the faundations and practice of 
Teligion, and sobsiiluting in their stead all sotls of superstition, witk 
magic, blasphemy, apd idolatry." 

17S6 — Conapiracy of tlie Jesuits against the King of Spain. Ex- 
pelled from Spain and her colonies. 

1700— Tie Jfiuifa poiton Ihi Pope Chment XIII., for attempting 
to aboliah their Order. Having resolved to take this step, he ordered 
B Consistory lor the 3d day of February, 1769, when, during tho 
night before, he was suddenly seized with ail tho symptoms of being 
poisoned, an<l died with cruel suffering. 

1773— Jioliiion nf Ikt Ordir of Jttuiti iy Pept Clcmnt XIV. 
(The Jesuits go to Russia.) Clement, according to the historian, 
said, " I do not repent of what I have done ; I adopted this resolu- 
tion after mature reflection and eiBmination ; I thought it waa my 
duty to resolve on (his, and, if it were necessary, I would do a^nin 
the same thing ; but it will bring upon me my death." A short 
lime after, tho following letters were placarded on the walls of his 
palace: "I. S, S. S. V." Ue thus expluined their meaning: "lit 
Sillanbrc Sara Stdt Faconfc"— "In September the Seat wilt Be 
Vacant I " He was not mistaken ; havit^^ hecn poisoned, he sud- 
denly died on the SSd of September, 1774. 

md—RtorganizatioH o/ iht Jtsuiti in Ruiiia by Pope Pita VI. 

IBli^Campltle Riorgamzatian of the JttuiU at a RiligiouM 
Body, Ay Popt Piut VII. They again invade Europe, aad plot and 
btrigno as hillierlnfoce. 

1830— The Jesuits excited Charles X., of France, to iaaue ordi- 
nances against the freedom of the presd. It caused a Revolution, 
■od th« banishment of the £ing. 

A- ition lima after, when ths indigoatian of the peopla WM 
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calmed, the Jesuits came again, humble and creeping as a serpent 
in the grass. They offered their services to Louis Phillippfe, the 
*• Citizen King," and under their instruction he oj^posed all Liber- 
alism. 

1848-50 — The Jesuits cause a civil and religious war in Switzer- 
land. 

Americans ! such is a small part of the dreadful his- 
tory of the Jesuits in Europe alone. I might have 
mentioned their enormities in other sections of the world 
— in China, Japan, India, Pamguay, &c., but the recital 
would occupy too much room; and my object is not to 
write the history of the Jesuits, but to induce the reader 
to examine the subject for himself. We see, by the fore- 
going catalogue of crimes, what a set of vile miscreants 
and abandoned wretches the Jesuits have been. Stirring 
up insurrections, plotting against governments, inciting 
to wars, assassinating kings, poisoning popes — until 
finally, hated and condemned by all cla.*5ses of society, 
they were driven indignantly out of country after coun- 
try. And all this time these measureless hypocrites were 
calling themselves the "Society of Jesus" ! — and the 
"Apostles of Christ and his Gospel" ! — commissioned 
miraculously by the Almighty to support his true church 
against Protestantism ! 

There is one act of the Jesuits which cannot be too 
often repeated as a warning to mankind to beware of the 
monsters who have perpetrated such an enormity. I 
allude to the Massacre of St. Bartholmnew — that greatest 
blood-stain of the ensanguined sixteenth century : — 

** On horror's head, horrors accumulate ; 
Do deeds to make heaven weep, all earth amazed, 
For nothing canst thou to damnation add, 
Greater than that ! '' 

It was the work of the Jesuits. They advised Charles 
IX., of infamous memory, and his no less infamous moth- 
er, Catherine De Medicis, the King and Que^en-Mother 
of France, to form a treaty of peace in 1572, between 
the Huguenots, or French Protestants, and the French 
GovenuQtnt. This treaty^ according to a French Catho- 
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lie historian, was made only for the purpose of inveigling 
the Huguenots to the capital. Not suspecting the iiwful 
fate that awuited them, they assembled in large nnmbers 
at Paris, and on the night of the 24th of August, while 
steeping in their beds, were butchered in cold blood! 
"Kill, IdU, Kill. ALL I" was the cry of the Catholic Kiug; 
" bleeding is as wholesome in Angnst as in May !" Thera 
were likewise massacres of the Huguenots in other parts 
of France ; but the slaughter at Paris was the largest, it 
being estimated by Sully {a Huguenot) at 70,000, others 
at 40,000, whilo Perefixe (a Catholic and Archbishop of 
Paris) places it at 100,000. In all the annals of heart- 
less ana bloody massacres, no one ever equalled that of 
St. Bartholomew ; yet when the news was received ia 
Rome, the Pope went in grand procession to St. Peter's, 
performed high mass with all the pomp of his court, and 
ordered a TV Dcuin sung and cannon fired to celebrate the 
glorious event 1 To perpetuate this victory of Rome, a 
medal was ordered to be struck, with the head of Gregory 
XIII. on one side, and on the other the Exterminating 
Angel destroying the Protestants, with the incription, 
" Huguenotorum Strages, 1572." The principal Catholic 
sovereigns likewise rejoiced over the massacre in a man- 
ner which showed that Catholicism had destroyed in 
tliera the common instincts of humanity. 

At the present time in Europe the dangerous Orde»of 
Jesuits appears to be fast entering upon its former work 
and standing, TJiis has been brought about by the 
accursed influence of Absolutism in itsi momentary tri- 
umph over Liberal Principles. The despots of the earth 
feel the necessity of Jesuitical craft and guile to put 
down the Feopi^ as they rise and unite in the great work 
of political and religious emancipation. They have i 
other alternative. They must take refuge here or desert 
their thrones. The Jesuits are their shield and fortn 
and they, as they ever have, w^ill decide against and 
crush the people. Says the Edinburg Witness of a recent 

*' Europe is now ruled b/ prieiti. ETerjrwhars Jesuitism Is inn 
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ed with the purple. There Is not a royal conscience on the conti- 
nent, if we except the King of Sardinia, which is not in the keeping 
of a father confessor, and entirely subservient to ghostly guidance. 
Wherever we look, kings are nothing, cabinets are notliing, the 
Jesuits are everything. The foot of sacerdotal power is on the neck 
of Europe ; the garrotte of the confessional is at her throat. With 
such a crew governing tlie world, what have we to expect ? Only 
this, that when these conspirators against the interests of society, 
have trodden out the last sparks of liberty and religion in continental 
£urope, they will attempt to extinguish them in Britain also. They 
are at this moment working in the dark to undermine our constitu- 
tional liberties, and to poison our social condition ; under every dis- 
guise that perfidy and hypocrisy can assume, they are crawling into 
our churches, our schools, and our families. / 

** * Jesuitism,' (says a writer in the London Times,) * plays the des* 
perate game of double or quits with reason. After the French Revo* 
lution of February, Roman Catholic priests blessed the trees of liberty. 
After the coup (V etat^ they chanted Te Deum on its massacre. They 
sanctified legitimacy until it fell — they consecrate perjury when it 
lias triumphed. Ministers of Christ, they burlesque Christianity ; 
teachers of morality, they deify the crime. They have learned and 
forgotten nothing. For them, Hildebrand may still thunder in the 
Vatican ; the Inquisition is an incomplete experiment ; the Refor- 
mation is a heresy, and not a lesson ; and the war on civilization must 
be recommenced. Their black conspiracy against intelligence envel- 
opes Europe ; its staff in Rome, its file everywhere. In Italy its 
banner is ' the Pope ; ' in France, * Society ; ' in Ireland, * Religious 
Equality.' The equality which triumphant Jesuitism would dispense, 
is that of persecution and damnation. Yes, everywhere the Jesuits 
march against liberty but under different mottos. In Ireland they 
inscribe upon their banner, * Religious Equality j ' in Tuscany, * the 
Guillotine.' " 

But it is not only in Europe th^t the Jesuits are increas- 
ing in number. It is the same in the United States ! All 
over this country the Jesuits are spreading themselves 
and diffusing their doctrines. The possession of this vast 
Republic is the grand object at which they are aiming, 
and they confidently expect to secure the great prize — 
and that soon ! Tftey declare it, openly and boldly. 
Says Bishop Kenrick, (a Jesuit) ^^Catholicitt/ ivUl one day 
rule Amery:a — and tiien religious freedom vdll be at an 
end!'' The Archbishop of St. Louis (another Jesuit) has 
uttered the same sentiment, in almost the same words. 
His language is : — ''ff the Catholics ever gain, which 
TUfiY su&ELT WILL IX), OH immense numericai majoriiy^ 



religious ffccdoni in (his counlry is at an end!" And 
Brownson (auotlicr Jeaiiil) assures us, while denouncing 
Protestantism and infidelity, that " TSty A««e not, ?tci.tr 
had, and eaTuiot hai:c wi riohts wJiere Catholicity is tri- 
umphant " .' 

Americans I beware of the Jesuits ! You think, in the 

Eride of yonr opinion and in the confidence which your 
ifty position gives you, that your Republic rests upon 
granite ; but down below the ground there are sappers 
and miners at work day and nigiit, year in aud year out. 
Their hammers, forged in the hatred of political and 
religious freedom, in tiie lire of fanaticism and anporsti- 
tion, are heavy and destructive. And these miners and 
sappers never die. .T/icy arc Jesuits .' Beware of them ! 
— but at the same time watch lliem closely, remember- 
ing always the proiliction of the good and wise Lafat- 
KrxE : — "If ever the liicTty of this Republic is destroyed, it 
wiUbeby Roman Priests"! Tho patriotic and sagacious 
Frenchman saw the danger of Catholicism to this coun- 
try more than half a century ago. and his warning voice 
littered the above prediction. Let us resolve that the 
propliecy shall never have a fulfilmout ! 



NUMBER XIV. 



THE SUMMING L'P, AND THE CONCLUSION. 



Sir: — 

With this IjCtter, I finish tho series that I have beea 
addressing to you for the past three months. It is 
owing to the exhaustion of the subject, that I stop from 
farther writing, for there is a vast field of Catholic errors 
and abuses yet remaining untouched ; but having par- 
tUly accomplished the object with which I began these 
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familiar epistles, I leave it to work its way as circum- 
staaces may determine, and withdraw myself from public 
notice. I say partially accomplished my object, because 
when I commenced I intended to give somewhat in detaQ 
the history of the Roman Catholic Church, as seen in 
her persecution and murder of heretics in the olden 
times, when her power and dominion being absolute and 
* universal, she ruled the world with the iron rod of des- 
potism. 

This part of the subject would have been as prolific as 
frightful. Let me teU you. Bishop Fitzpatrick — what 
you know without my telling you, but which I will tell 
you because some who see it may be induced to inquire 
into the truth of it — that Catholicity, when in the 
ascendant in former ages, wrote its annals in blood ; left 
its traces in deserts of everlasting desolation, and convert- 
ing earth into a hell and men into demons, spread over 
mankind the midnight pall of ignorance and superstition. 
For eight hundred years Europe was shrouded in the 
thick blackness of the Dark Ages, which had their origin 
and continuance in CathoUcism. By its fruits we know 
the tree ! To enslave mankind by means of a corrupt 
priesthood, by the halter, the lash, the dungeon, by fire, 
the rack, wheel, and every other species of torture that 
fiendish malignity can inVent, has beed the aim of the 
Catholic Church in past ages. We never find her on the 
page of history but in the character of a tyrant and tor- 
turer. Catholicity and persecution are natural allies — in 
fact, they are twins ; and hence it is, that the CathoHc 
Church wherever and whenever she has been in power, 
is always found employing the bludgeon, dagger, musket, 
secret cells, assassination, massacre, and auto-da-fe ! In 
seventeen years alone, (from 1481 to 1498,) as we leam 
from well-authenticated history, the Inquisitor General, 
Torqueniada of Spain, sent from that country to the gal- 
leys 97,371 ; burned alive 10,220 men and women ; and 
killed in secret dungeons, 4000 victims! Accounts of 
similar atrocities are everywhere met with in the history 
of Cathohcs when in power. It is said that the Span 



iards, in the first forty years after tUe discovery of tlie 
New World, sacrificod fifteen millions of the natives to 
tlie genius of praclkal superstition, as exjiouuded by 
Popery ! Aaid wliat is tlie nature of the system that 
your church ^pould thus, by blood aud massacre, force 
ui»ii mankicd? A system of Pagauisui, worse in its 
practical tendencies, and as iiucical in its ceFemonials, as 
any of those from which our Missionary Societies are 
laboring to tree the benighted regions of the earth — a 
system of indulgences, image worship, incense, holy 
water, burning candles, processions, saintly relics, and 
hogiis miracles ! 

I might have dwelt at great length upon all these 
points, and iuleiwled to when I began my Letters ; but 
having been subsequently told by a uiimber of CatlioUce 
that they neitlier knew nor cared about the past history 
of their Church, so long as she was now the Iriend of 
Humanity and Republicanism, I altered my plan of pro- 
cedure in order to meet their position and overthrow it. 
I wished to benefit them and others holding similar views. 
This was my only object. True, I address myself to you; 
but this was only done to show to them that a free and 
independent Irishman was not afraid to talk familiarly 
even to a Bishop. Why should I be? I am a man, and 
yon are no more ; I have as many rights, divine and 
human, as you have, or can have ; and you might just ai 
well stand in awe of me, as I of you. The truth is, w( 
are perfectly equal in regard to rights ; and as for con- 
duct, we are equal in that also, provided one behaves as 
■well as the other. Now this spirit of freedom and inde- 
pendence between man aud man, I would have Irishmen 
obtain and exercise in all their deportment towards priests, 
Ijisbops, archbishops, cardinals, and even the Pope him- 
self. Before God we are all equal. Tliere is no partiality 
or favoritism in the decrees of Heaven. But the Catho- 
lic Church denies and repudiates this equality, and claims 
authcrity and dominion — religious, civil, pohtical and 
socio' — over all mankind. It is therefore opposed Xa 
Rep' ' icauism, whose leading doctrine is, that all power 
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is in the People instead of being centered in a Pope w 
Church. I have also proved, from the highest Catholic 
testimony, that your Church is opposed to Republicanism 
in that it 

Denies the right of religious liberty ; 

Denies the right of private judgment ; 

Denies the freedom of inquiry, speech, and the press ; 

Denies the right to establish a free government and to 
dispense free education independent of the dictates of 
your Church ; 

And denies, finally, that any people except CathoLcs 
have any rights at all ; and they only what your Church 
may see fit to give them. 

.Such is the nature and the teaching of Catholicism, as 
I have abundantly proved ; and my proofs are not -my 
own, neither were they invented for the occasion, nor are 
they the slanders and misrepresentations of enemies! 
No, Sir I They are the evidences of CaUiolics themselves ! 
— men of the present day, who are living among us and 
publishing their sentiments ii;i our midst, in obedience to 
the command of their master and dictator in the Vatican 
at Rome. They declare in the plainest terms their oppo- 
sition to every principle that constitutes Republicanism ; 
I have given their very words to that effect ; and thus, 
out of thine own mouth do I condemn thee, thou bigoted, 
intolemnt, tyrannical, and despotic Catholic Church ! 

I ask Irishmen to pause and reflect upon what they 
are doing in building up a Papal Hierarchy on the free 
shores of America ! It is to you, my fellow countrymen, 
as its legitimate prey and spoil, that Catholicism looks 
for its bond slaves to do its bidding, for it knows that 
our American-born population are too intelligent and 
independent to become its servile and pliant tools. It 
therefore looks to you and future Irish emigrants to sus- 
tain it in its dissemination of ignorance and superstition 
and in its extinguishing the fire of freedom. Remember, 
that it is impossible for Catholic leaders to think and act 
as Repubhcans, while they claim supremacy in every- 
thing for the Pope. Liberty and slavery are not more 
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the antipodes of each other, than HepiiUicanism and 
Catholicity, for there is not a single principle of the for- 
mer that tlie latter does not denounce, and destroy, as far 
as it has the pow^er. Then ba men! — liigh-minded, 
independent men I — whose thoughts and aspiratious aro 
your own, and who mean to prove yourselves worthy of 
the rich blessings you enjoy, in this highly favored land 
of your adojition. Yon see to what a pinnacle of great- 
ness and renown this Model Repubhc has been elevated, 
through the healthy and saving influence of Republicam 
principles. America is the wonder, the admiration, and 
the envy of the world ! Would you learn what Catho- 
licism does for nations ? B.ead and ponder upon the 
following remarks of the elwjuent and himiane Victor 
Hugo: — 

" You (Calholica) claim the liborl)' to inslnicl. For some cenlurie* 
you have held in your linniis, at your discretion, at your school, under 
jFOUr remlc, two gieat nations — Itnly and Spnin, illuslriouaomong Iho 1 
lUuittioni i and what have you done with them J 1 am going to IbII 
you. Thanks to yon, Italy, of which no one can think noi even pro- 
nounce her name without mexprcEsihle fllial grief — Italy, that moth- 
er of genius and of nations, which has dilfused over the whole world 
the most aaloniahing productions of poetry and art — Italy, whieli 
has taught oui race to read, does not to-day know how 10 read her- 
self! Yes, Italy has of all the States of Europe, the smallest number 
of naiiyo inlinbicancs who are able to read '. Spain, niattnificenlly 
endowed Spain, which received from the Romans her flist civiliza- 
tion, from the Arabians her second civilization, from Providence and 
in spite of you, a world, America ; Spain has lost, thanks lo you, 
Ihnnki to your brutal yoke, which is a yoke of degradation, Spain 
line lost the sccrpt of her power which she received from Ibe Romans 
— that genius in the arts which she received from the Arabs — that 
world which God gave her. And in exchange for all that you have 
made her lose, what has she received t She has received the hquiti' 
tion .' The Inquisition, which certain men of a certain party are 
endeavoring to-day to le-escablisli, with a modest timidity lor whioh 
I lionor thetn. The Inquisition, which has burned upon tlie funeral 
pile five millions of men ! Rtad Hillary. The Inquisition, which 
exhumed the dead in order to bum them as hBrotios. Witnosi Urgel 
and Arnault, Count of forcalquiei. The Inquisition, which dedarei 
children heretics even to the second generation < It is (rue, in order 
10 console Spain for what you have taken from her, that yoo hava 
nunamed what you bnve given her Catholic. Ah I do yon know 
"tllBt you have drawn tiom one of the greatast of man that dolotoiu 
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cry which accurses you : * I would much rather that Spaio. should be 
great, than that she should be Catholic ? ' See what you have done 
with that focus of Light which you call Italy! — You have extin- 
guished it. That Colossus which you call Spain, you .have under- 
mined. The one is in ruins, the other in ashes. See what yon 
have done for these two great nations ! " 

What man has done, man may do again. "Like 
causes produce like effects.** The disastrous consequences 
which the Roman Cathohc Rehgion has been the means 
of phmging Spain and Italy into, may be the fate of 
America, if the same blighting, withering, destructive 
religion ever gains here the ascendency and dominion. 
Nor is there no danger that there is trouble close at hand, 
and even upon us. Already, in this country, the Catho- 
lics are endeavoring to break down the system of free 
education, and anraying themselves against every Irish- 
man, who, like Thotnas F. Meagher, has the manliness 
and independence to defend religious liberty, and refuses 
to become their minion and lacquey ! It is time, even 
now, to be on our guard and acting against this common 
enemy of humanity and freedom, for we may rest assured 
that Catholics have got so strong a foothold in the United 
States, and are so vigilant and industrious in their sinis- 
ter designs, that the liberty of the Republic is at this 
hour in real danger from their teaching and influence. 
Our true position is clearly and vigorously stated by the 
Cincinnati Atlas : — 

" Were there an army on our shores equal in number to the Roman 
Catholic priestliood in the United States, and professing the same 
desi^s, the whole people would be ready to arm against it. The 
cry * our liberties are in danger ? ' would go forth from one end of the 
land to the other, and a spirit would be aroused whose first" breath 
would drive the invader from tliis soil. Yet this Roman army is far 
more dangerous to our liberties than the military army we have 
imagined. It comes among us in the name of the Prince of Peace 
— it professes to be devoted to the cause of God and Humanity— it 
steals into the bosom of the people with an aspect as meek as its 
designs are sinister, and it is only when its doings in other lands are 
exhibited, that the cloven foot is discovered ; and we find it aspiring 
to political sovereignty — arrogating universal dominion — assuming 
to lay its iron grasp upon the souls of men, and secretly applying th» 
torch to our free educational, civil, and religious institutions." 
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Irialimen! fellow coiiiitrynicn I let na now resolve to 
be fonud on tlie side of Liberty and RepLiblicanism, and 
never so for degrade the name of [risliiiiuu as to make it 
pander to the tyranny of roligioua or political despots, 
and thus endanger tiie stability and permanency of the 
American Republic ; for such a misfortune would lessea 
htimau faith, in tbe possibility of cstablisliing Free Gov- 
ernments, and thus disappoint the friends of Freedom and 
Humanity throughout the world. 

Bishop ! I have done ; and now a word to you at part- 
ing. These Letters possess no merit on the score of com- 
position, for writing is not my trade. I am one whose 
daily toil at manual labor fills up his daily hours, and I 
have therefore no time, if I had the ability, to cultivate 
the graces of authorship. Besides, it was not my purpose 
to gratify you, but rather to endeavor to awaken attention 
and excite inquiry among Ieishhen ! I see that the great 
majority of them are Bonmn Catliolics, and believing aa 
I do that their religion unfits them to be Republicans, I 
have been mainly solicitous to bring forward an amount 
of evidence that should convince tlieni of the fact. This 
evidence has been presented ; and all of it being Catho- 
lic evidence, and that of the highest authority, I contend 
I have conclusively proved that tlio Roman Catholic 
- Relision is directly al viar uHth every principle of RepubH- 
•anism! Whether the evidence will satisfy any grejit 
number of those for whom it is intended, I cannot of 
course determine; but this I know — that not a few Irish 
Catholics have renounced their religion in consequence 
of reading these Letters, as tliey api>eared from time to 
time in various papers. What farther converts I may 
make, is beyond niy province to predict ; tlioiigh if no 
more should be made, the satisfaction of having " saved 
some," will always be to me an exceeding great reward. 

Yours, in a confident hope of Irish emancipation, 

AN INDErENDENT IRISHMAN. 



APPENDIX. 



TIIE "DARK AGES." 



One of the most singular periods to be found in history, 
and that which more than any other is fitted to produce 
serious and deep reflection, is that remarkable and strange 
epoch known as the Dark Ages — a period which lasted 
wedLrXy eight hundred years, or, from 765 to 1517. This 
long period may be justly denominated the period of 
darkness. Religion was only another name for impos- 
ture, fanaticism, and superstition ; the lights of learning 
and science were almost extinguished ; the human mind 
was debased and bewildered in the universal darkness, 
and nothing was too absurd or irrational for the ignorance 
and creduhty of the times. 

Popery flourisVied in the rankest luxuriance. In fact, 
all through the history of the Dark Ages the most promi- 
nent objects which arrest the attention, are the monastic 
institutions, or convents of monks and nuns ; relics, pil- 
grimages, crusades, and canonizations ; the doctrines of 
indulgencies, transubstantiation, and purgatory ; the bulls 
and interdicts of the Popes, and senseless wranglings 
generally. All Christendom seems to have gone mad, 
and to have been little better than one vast Bedlam. 
About the 9th century, the passion for collecting relics of 
the saints reached an extraordinary height ; many per- 
sons, some of whom were in eminent stations, travelled 
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into Jiidea for the purpose of obtaining them The bodies 
of the apostles and first martyrs were pretended to have 
I beea dug up, and immense quantities of bones and other 
[ relics wei-e brought into Italy and sold at enormous prices. 
Mumerons impositions were practiced in this tratfic ; the 
purchasers seem not always to have been very nice or 
scrupulous in their inquiries ; and many a devotee wept 
over the spine of a dog or a jackall, supposing al! the 
wliile he had before him the relic of an apostle I 

In the 10th century, an opinion, founded upon a, pas- 
sage in the Kevelatiou, prevailed throughout Christen- 
dom, that the end of the world and the day of judgtnerU 
were approaching. In consequence of this impression, 
prodigious numbers abandoned their connexions, gave up 
all their possessions to the monasteries and churches, ana 
repaired to the Holy Land, where they imagined that 
Jesus was about to descend from heaven to judge the 
world. The church gained, at this period, a great increase 
of wealth ; almost every donation made to it during this 
century, affords evidence of tho prevalence of this delu- 
sion, the donor commonly assigning his reason in the fol- 
lowing words : " As the world is now drawing nfar its 
close." Such was the general panic, that an eclipse of 
the sun or moon occasioned the greatest terror and dis- 
may ; cities were, in consequence, deserted by the miser- 
able inhabitants, 'wlio fled for refuge to caverns and other 
places of concealment. . 

During this period, many absurd doctrines were intro- 
duced into the church. About the beginning of the 13th 
century was established the doctrine of traiisubslantia- 
twit, according to wiiich the bread and wine used in the 
sacmment of the supper, are changed into the real flesh 
nnd blood of Jesus. The origin of the doctrine of pur- 
gatory, or a slate of temporary punishment after death, 
is placed at an earlier date. Prayers and masses were 
offered up for the souls that had passed into this prepara- 
tory state; all tho saints of heaven were supplicatetl, in 
order to shorten or mitigate the punishment ; rich gifts 
were bestowed upon the church by the surviving friends 
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of those for whom the benefit was sought, and the dying 
transgressor readily parted with his possessions to secure 
it. The doctrines of absolution and indulgences^ like that 
of purgatory, were fmitful sources of wealth to the clergy, 
as they were likewise of vice and a general comiptioa 
of manners among all classes, by establishing a claim to 
the happiness of heaven, without the cultivation of pe^ 
sonal virtue. They were sold, by the authority of the 
Pope, for money ; and a person who had purchased a 
plenary indulgence, might transgress, with impunity, any 
command of the decalogue. 

The influence of the Pope, in this period, was far 
greater than that of any other potentate in Christendom ; 
he claimed an authority over kings and kingdoms, and 
assumed the magnificent title of Master of the tcorld! If 
a sovereign offended him, his whole kingdom was liable 
to be laid under an interdict,, during which the churches 
were shut up, and worship was suspended ; no sacra- 
ment, except baptism and extreme unction, was admin- 
istered ; and the dead were buried in the highways, with- 
out funeral rights. In this way the penalty fell upon 
those who had neither partaken of tlie offence, nor had 
X)wer to prevent it. One of the Popes, Gregory VII., 
Hildebrand,] excommunicated and deposed Henry IV., 
!iImperor of Germany, compelled him to appear before 
him as a penitent sinner, and to submit to a most severe 
.and humiliating penance, by passing three days in the 
open air, during winter, with his feet and head bare, at 
the Papal threshhold, waiting for absolution. 

The secular dergy, who had the care of parishes, and 
whose business it was to instruct the people, were desti- 
tute of every qualification for their office, having neither 
learning nor morals. They seldom preached, for, in some 
periods, not one in a hundred could either read or write. 
In the 12th, 13th, and the 14th centuries, the Bible was 
little known, and many bishops had never seen a copy 
of it during their lives. The public discourses of those 
who undertook to preach, treated scarcely at all of any 
topic of useful teaching ; but were made up of legendSf 
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or absurd stories relating to the lives and exploits of tlie 
mints. By degrees, all jiiiblic instruetioii was given up ; 
fcnd it WB3 generally held, that to repeat a few forma in 
rapiil succession, to undertake pilgrimages, to observe the 
holidays, to pay tithes and perquisites to the clergy, con* 
Btiluted the sura of religions duty, and formed tlie princi- 
pal excellence of the Christian character. In those dark 
and miserable times, learning vras as ninc>i corrupted as 
religion. The little which existed, was chiefly employed 
about the lives and miracles of the saints, and other 
objects of no interest or utility. 

Such was the condition of the world during nearly the 
eight hundred years known in history as the Dark Ages, 
when Popery, having supreme dominion, controlled the 
civil and ecclesiastical policy of all nations. May the 
American Republic learn wisdom from tiiat example, and 
never bo under the subjection of a church and religion 
which plunged a world into the depths of superstition, 
vice, and slavery, and kept it grovelling thus for century 
aller century ! ^ 



THE REFORMATION. 



This is the most imiwrtant event that has taken place 
in the religioiis worla since the fir§t promulgation of 
Christianity. Various circumstances prepared the way 
for the introduction of this great revolution. The Wal- 
densea in Piedmont, aud the Alhigenscs in the south of 
France, had long borne testimony against the corruptions 
of the Chiuch of Rome. 

"Various persons, situated in dificrent parts of Europe, 
had formed more enlightened views of religion than were 
generally prevalent ; and by their instructions and writ- 
, had produced a considerable influence. Among 
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these, John WicklifTe of England, who flourished in the 
14th century, holds a distinguished rank. He attacked, 
with great boldness and powerful eflect, the prevailing 
corruptions, translated the scriptures into English, and 
left numerous followers. In the beginning of the 15th 
century, John Huss and Jerome of Prague, imbibing sen- 
timents similar to those of Wicklifie, made a similar 
stand against the errors and corruptions of the times. 
Their followers in Bohemia were numerous, and, under 
their renowned leader, Zisca, they took up arms in 
defence of their religion. The revival of learning had 
begun now to show itself in the principal countries of 
Europe. The human mind was awaking from the long 
sleep of the Dark Ages, and the invention of the great 
art of PRINTING was of signal service in creating and grat- 
ifying the desire of knowledge, and in giving difiiision to 
new doctrines. 

In the year 1517, Tctzel, an agent of Pope Leo X., 
began to publish imlulgcnces in Germany and offer them 
for sale. The Pontiff, a man of pleasure and ambi- 
tion, had exhausted the Papal Treasury by his profuse 
munificence, and took this method to replenish it. A 
complete remission oi sins, whether past, present, or 
future, was promised to all who would pay the stipulated 
sum. The offence excited by publishing this doctrine, 
was heightened by the shameless impudence of the man- 
ner in which it was proclaimed by Tetzel and his asso- 
ciates, and by the gross immorality of their lives. 

The man who has the honor of making an effectual 
stand against this iniquitous traffic, was Martin Luther, 
a Professor of Divinity in the University of Wittenberg, 
in Saxony. Luther was eminently fitted for the impor- 
tant part yrhich he was called upon to act, by his extra- 
ordinary and varied talents, his unconquerable zeal, and 
undaunted courage. He declaimed against indulgences 
with all the power of his eloquence, and exposed, with 
vehement indignation, both from the pulpit and from the 
press, the vices of the monks. 

The Pope and his agents, alarmed by the tidings of 
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Liitliei'a mpiil success, proceodod agaiiiKt him wholly in 
tlie way of despotic antliority. Tlia Reformer wns sum- 
nioaed to appear at Augsburg, before Cardiual Cajetan, 
■who, without deigniDg to couvince liim of his error, com- 
manded him to recant ; and propoiihdcd to him, for his 
behef, the following dogma : — 

"That ono drop of Chrijt's b!of>d bcmj aufRcicnl to rodeem the 
wliola huijinn incc, iIib remaining; quaniiiy, wliicli was shed in the 
garden and upon ilio cross, was left as a legacy to the Church, to be 
a treasure, fiotn wlience indulgences can be diawn and uilminisCered 
by the Homan Pontiff." 

Luther refused to retract his opinions, till he should he 
convinced tliat they wore erroneous. At length, in 1520, 
the Pope issued a bull, dcuoimcing destmction against 
him, as an excommunicated heretic, unless he should, 
within sixty days, publicly recant his errors and burn his 
own hooka. This famous bull, so fatal to the Papal inter- 
ests, had no other effect upon the mind of the Uefornier 
than that of exciting hini to keener aud more syste- 
matic oppasition. Amidst a vast assemblage of people, 
ill tlie town of Wittenberg, he tlin-w the Papal bull, 
together with the volumes of the canon law, into the 
flames, renounced the authority of the Pope, exhorted tha 
princes of Europe to shake off the oppressive yoke wliich 
they had so long borne, and offered thanks to God tbat 
he was selected as the advocate of a better religion, and- 
a friend to the liberties of manltind. 

The voice of the. Reformer was not lifted in vain, Tha 
new opinions found friends in almost every country in 
Europe. In Switzerland, Zuinglius attacki^ indulgea- 
ces with a courage not inferior to Luther himself. In a 
Diet held at Worms, it was resolved that every secular 
prince should manage the ecclesiastical affairs of his do- 
minions, as ho himself should judge most proper, till the 
meeting of a general council. -But at a subsequent Diet 
this resolution was reversed ; and against its reversa' '' 
princes who favored the Reforniation, entered theii 
exanproua. From this circiunstance, the name of Pbot- 
6* 
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name since applied to all the 
, ujioQ whatever account, from 



[ IBTAKTS Bad its origin — a 
sects that have wttiidrawu 
the Church of Rome. 

The Scriptures wore translated by Luther into the Ger- 
man language, and read with astouishiug avidity. The 
learned and mild MelanctliOQ, who had assisted Luther 
in the translation, drew up tlio celehrated Confession of 
Faith, which was presented in hehalf of the Protestants 
at the Diet of Augsburg, in 1530. 

The Reformation soon extended to Sweden and Den- 
mark; and it was firmly established in the city of Gene- 
va, ond the Swiss cantons, by the celebrated Calvin, It 
found friends also in France, the Netherlands, Spain, 
Italy, Hungary, and Bohemia. To crown tJie whole, 
Henry VIIT., of England, having quarrelled with the 
People, on account of his divorce, renounced the Papal 
autiiority, and by means of the pnideiit management of 
Cranmer, tiie reformed doctrines were at length efl'ectu- 
ally established in that kingdom. Scotland aUo was 
soon emancipated from tlie Papal sn])crstition and ty- 
ranny, by tlie unwearied labors of the intrepid and ze<^- 
ous lOiox. 

The Reformers were singularly qualified for the impor- 
tant services which they performed. They were not, it 
is tnie, free from the faidUt and prejudices of tlie age in 
which they lived ; yet they were men of great talents 
and great virtues ; and with the friends of religion, liter- 
ature, and liberty, their names are deservedly associated 
with sentiments qf gratitude and veneration. 

The enemies of the Reformation were numerous ani 
powerful. The greater part of tlie sovereigns of Europe 
nom considerations eitlier of principle or policy, continof 
to be attached to the ancient system. 
I Since this great schism in tlie religious worhJ, the inj 
Y ence of the court of Rome in Christendom, has bfl,^^ 
greatly diminished. The Roman Catholic Church, h^^ 
also in most countries, where it is established, become 
iriore enlightened tlian it was previous to tlie Reforma- 
V m J but inasmuch as it inculcates implicit faith in 
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wa infallibility, and discountenances the general circii- 
.tionof tlie Bilile, and tiie free penisalof it by the laity, it 
much less favorable to tliedissemijiatioBof knowietlge, 
teoie especially religious knowledge, tlian is Protestant- 
ism, wliich maintains the sufficiency of the Scriptures, 
and the right of private judgment. It will, accordingly, 
be found that, in Protestant covintries, the common people 
aie much better informed than in Catholic coLintilcs. 



THE CRUSADES, OR HOLY WARS. 

he CfUEidcs were military expeditions undertaken 
by tile ChriHtJans of Europe, for the deliverance of Pal- 
estine, and particularly tlie sepulchre of Jesus, from the 
dominion of the Mahometans. There were six Crusades 
jn number, lasting through two centuries and involving 
all the nations of Western Europe, yet in most of them 
the French took the lead. They commenced at a time 
of the profoundc^t ignorance and the grossest supersti- 
tion — namely, during the Dark Ages; and appear to 
have been originated and continued from a blind and 
iauatical devotion to the ■will of the Popish priesthood, 
without which the people could never have been deluded 
into such wild and foolish enterprises. 

In 637, Jernsalero was conquered by the Saracens — a 
people who surpassed all their contemporaries in the 
cultivation of literature and science: and who were 
induced by motives of self-interest or liberality to permit 
Christian pilgrims lo visit the city. But when the Turks 
got possession of Jerusalem, in 1065, the pilgrims wero 
not so well treated. The dangers of pilgrimage jminted 
in the most frigjitful colors, by those who returned from 
the holy city, tiireateiied tiie discontinuance of what was 
regarded, in that age of ignorance and superstition, a 
sacred duty. 

This was the immediate cause of the Crusades, tho 
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first of which was set omfoot hy a fanatical monk called 
Peter the Hermit, a Frenchman. Having returned from 
a painful pilgrimage, (the Turks probably chastising him 
for interfering in tkeir affairs,) he conceived the design 
of arming the sovereigns and people of Europe, for the 
purpose of rescuing the holy sepulchre out of the hands 
of the Infidels, as he styled the Turks. With this view 
he travelled from kingdom to kingdom, describing the 
sufferings of the pilgrims with the most inflammatory 
pathos, and calling aloud for vengeance. He exhibited, 
in his own person, a complete specimen of monkish 
austerity and frantic enthusiasm. His body, which was 
covered with a coarse garment, seemed wasted with 
fasting ; his head was bare ; his feet naked ; he bore 
aloft in his hand a large and weighty crucifix ; and his 
prayers were frequent, long, and loud. He accosted 
every person whom he met, and entered, without hesi- 
tation, the palaces of the great and the cottages of the 
poor. 

The reigning Pontiff, Urban H., pitched upon this 
enthusiast as a fit person to commence the execution of 
a grand design, which had before been entertained by 
the Popes, particularly Gregory VH., (HildeBrand) of 
arming all Christendom against the Mahometans. The 
project was opened in two General Councils, which were 
held at Placentia and Clermont, and attended by many 
thousands. The Pope himself harangued the multitn^ 
and proposed that the Cross should be the badge of the 
combatants ; and from this badge the expeditions were 
termed Crusades. Plenary indulgence and full absolu* 
tion were proclaimed to all who should devote themselves 
to the service. 

An immense multitude of people eager for enterprise 
and rapipe, and assured of eternal salvation, immedi- 
ately took the cross. Robbers, incendiaries, murderers, 
and thousands of inferior offenders, readily embraced the 
opportunity of making expiation for their sins ; and their 
zeal was increased by the hope of plunder and of sen- 
sual gratification. Peter the Hermit assumed the office 



of General, for which he was totally unqualified, and 
placiug himself at the head of eighty thousand recniits, 
comitieoced liis march towaidg the East, in the spring of 
1096. This armywaa followed by a promiscnoiia assem- 
blage of at least two hundred thousand persons, more 
like the collected banditti of Europe, than a regularly 
constituted soldiery. The Jews of Germany were their 
first victims ; but their outrages in Hungary and Bulgana, 
drew upon tliem a severe retaliation from the inhabitants, 
EO that not more than a third part of this undisciplined 
rabble arrived with Peter at Constantinople. These 
were met by the Suitan, (Solyman) on the plain of Nice, 
and almost totally destroyed. But a. more valuable paft 
of the expedition was still in reserve, and soon after 
arrived at Constantinople. These were men properly 
trained and appointed, numbering one hundred thousand 
cavalry aud six hundred tJiousand foot, led hy experi- 
enced and able Geuerala. The supremo command was 
conferred on Godfrey of Bouillon, Having taken Nice 
and defeated Solyman, they proceeded eastward, con- 
quered Edessa, took the city of Antiocb, vanquished an 
army of six hundred thousand Saracens, and though 
reduced to about a twentieth part of their original num- 
ber, advanced to Jerusalem, which, after a. siege of forty 
days, was taken hysturm, andtJteKltole of its Mcrkomitan 
onxl Jfwisli inkabitanti barbarirudy massacred ! The heroic 
Gt>dfrey was proclaimed King of Jerusalem by the troops, 
but, niter reigning a year, he wafi comi>elied to give up 
his kingdom to the Pope's Legate. 

The Christian conquerors divided Syria and Palestine 
into four States; and, seeing their object accomplished, 
they began to return to Europe. The Turks gradually 
recovered their strength: and the Cmsadera who re- 
mained in Asia, findiug themselves surrounded by foes, 
^ere under the necessity of sobciting aid from Christen- 
dom. The second Crusade was preached hy the famous 
St. Bernard, in 1147, ami 300,000 subjects of France and 
Germany were persuaded to u.ssume the Cross, Conrad 
took the lead, but his axmy was almost entirely extii- 
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pated in a battle near Iconiiim. In this Cmsade, the 
illustrious Saracen ruler, (Saladin) who. had made him- 
self renowned by his valor, generosity, and benevolence, 
formed the design of recovering Palestine from the Chris- 
tians. Having defeated their army in the battle of 
Tiberias, he besieged and took Jerusalem, and made its 
sovereign, Guy of Lnsignan, a prisoner. This "was the 
signal for the third Crusade, which was got up by the 
influence of Pope Clement III., and led by the English 
Richard I., (the famous CcEur de Lion,) Philip Augustus 
of France, and Frederick Barbarossa of Germany. Fred- 
erick was drowned in crossing a river, and his army 
mostly destroyed. The English and French were more 
fortunate : they took Ptolemais ; but Richard and Philip 
quarrelled from jealousy of each other's glory, and the 
French monarch returned in disgust to his own country. 
Richard ably sustained the contest with the Sultan, but 
his army, becoming reduced by famine, fatigue, and intes- 
tine quarrels, he left for England ; and while travelling 
through Germany, unaccompanied by his troops, was 
arrested, and kept in prison, till an immense ransom was 
procured from his subjects. 

Notwithstanding the misery which had been the uni- 
form result of the Crusades, such was the madness of 
the age, that fresh adventurers were always ready to 
renew them. In 1202, another powerful army was col- 
lected for a fourth Crusade against the Mahometans ; but 
no great success followed it. After this, the crusading 
fanaticism of Europe languished for awhile ; biit it was 
again revived by St. Louis IX., of France, who, after 
four years' preparation, marched with all the Knights of 
France, for the Holy Land. In attempting to invade 
Egypt, he lost half his army by sickness, the other half 
was utterly defeated in battle, and he himself taken pris- 
oner by the Saracens. He was ransomed, and soon re- 
turned to France, where he reigned for some years ; but 
the same frenzy assailing him again, he embarked on 
another Crusade against the Moors in Africa, where he 
and the greater part of his army were destroyed by a 
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pestilence. TLis was tlie sixth, and last, of these mad 

»«iiterprise3. 

The Crusades^ owed their origin to the fanaticism and 
loperalition of an ignorant and barbarous age, siiperad- 

r (led to ambition, love of military achievement, and a 
desire of [iliinder. No other mihtary enterprise ever 
commanded the attention of Europe so generally or so 
long ; and no other aflbrds a more memorable nioniimeut 
of human foliy. They assumed the sacred character of 
religion, and were styled " /fo/y Wars." Their tracks 
marked the three (quarters of the world, which were then 
known, with blood ; and for nearly two centuries, they 
tifflicted almost every family of Europe with the most 
pBinful privations. It is computed, that during their 
continuance, no less than luv millions of Europeans were 
bnried in the east. Those who survived, were soon 
blended 'witli the Mahometan popidatiou of Syria, and 
in & few years not a vestige of the Chiistiau conquest 



POPERY, AND THE ORIGIN OF THE POPE. 

The Papacy, or the Pope, appears to have origioated 
in the folluwin? manner: The order, established in the 
primitive church, was exceedingly simple. The care of 
each conjrregalion was intrusted to its pastor or bishop, 
together with a certain number of assistants. Out of 
this primeval simpUcity, the Papacy gradually arose, Tha 
bishop of Rome, the metropolis of the empire, easily 
obtained, not only a precedence over all his bi'ethren of 
other cities, but some degree of jurisdiction over such of 
them as were stationed within his reach. 

His aulhority gradually increased; and, in order to 
strengthen it liirther, it was pretended that Si. Peter 
was the founder of the See of Rome, and therefore that 
the bishops of the metropolis were the successors of that 
apoatle ; yet there is no satisfactory proof that St. Peter 
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ever visited the Roman capital ! In the latter part of the 
4th century, the bishop of Rome openly declared him- 
self head of the universal church ; and from that time 
the appellation of Pope has been appropriated to him. 
His claim, however, to the rank of universal bishop was 
disputed in difierent parts, and particularly by the Patri- 
arch of Constantinople. This circumstance led to the 
separation of tlie Eastern or Greek Church, which, after 
a long controversy, took place about the middle of the 
11th century. 

In 755, the Pope was raised to the rank of a temporal 
prince t by Pepin, King of France, who conferred on him 
the exarchate [or administration] of Ravenna. Since 
that period, the pretended successor of the poor and 
humble fisherman, Peter, has united in his person the 
highest offices of king and priest. In a succeeding age 
he laid claim to infallibility, and in the plenitude of his 
power, dispensed pardons for sin, and disposed of crowns 
and governments at his pleasure. It was the favorite 
maxim of Rome, that the Pope was, by divine right, 
the supreme lord of the world, and the fountain of all 
authority, ecclesiastical and civil. 

Such is the history of the origin of the Pope, gathered 
from a reliable source ; and in view of what he claims, 
as contrasted with the humble apostle whom he pre- 
tends to represent, and from whom he boasts of having 
received his office and power, he is, beyond all question, 
the most barefaced impostor that ever played upon 
human credulity. 



